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Philippine Exchange Reserves Show 
Further Decline; Living Costs Rise 


The Philippine balance-of-payments situation deteriorated further 
in May, pointing to the necessity of sizable cuts in dollar allocations for 
imports in the second half of the year if the decline in exchange re- 


serves is to be arrested. 


Merchandise imports continued at record levels while export earn- 


ings rose only slightly. Living costs, 
reversing the downtrend of the preced- 
ing 4 months, increased. Export and im- 
port prices also registered some gains. 

Although the Central Bank’s selec- 
tive credit program was said to be in- 
hibiting domestic economic activity, in- 
dustrial activity as measurerd by the 
consumption of industrial power in 
Manila was up 6 percent over April and 
60 percent over May 1956. 


Exchange Holdings Decline 


Philippine foreign exchange holdings 
continued to decline, falling to $196.4 
million on May 31 as campared_ with 
$207.4 million at the close of April. This 
brought the total drop in reserves since 
the beginning of March to more than 
$32 million, which represents an annual 
rate of decrease in excess of $125 mil- 
lion, The chief reason for the further 
drop of reserves was the continued 
large excess of imports over exports. 


Merchandise exports (c.if.) in May 
of $38 million were slightly higher than 
exports in April of $37.5 million. Despite 
record copra shipments and marked 
gains in the exports of logs and lumber, 
exports were nearly 10 percent below 
the May 1956 figure of $41.5 million. 
Hemp exports were off significantly 
from levels of the corresponding month 
in 1956. 


The fall in total exports may be ex- 
plained, in part, by the fact that sellers 
withheld shipments pending the Presi- 
dent’s action on Senate Bill 167 provid- 
ing for exchange retention credits for 
exporters, They hoped that the measure 
would be signed into law, thus enabling 
them to obtain higher peso prices for 
their export. This bill, however, later 
was vetoed by the President (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, July 8, 1957, p. 14). 

Merchandise imports (c.i.f.) of $62.2 
million apparently were the highest of 
any May on record and have been ex- 

* ceded only two or three times in any 
month since exchange controls were in- 
stituted in 1949. Imports in May 1956 
were valued at $51.9 million. However, 
allowing for the higher import prices 





compared with a year ago, import vol- 
ume in May 1957 was up only about 
7 percent. 
Prices Rise 

Higher food and clothing prices con- 
tributed to the rise in the cost of living. 
The Bureau of the Census and Statistics 
cost-of-living index for lower income 
families’ in Manila averaged 299.3 in 
May (1941=100), as compared with 
298.3 in April. The Central Bank con- 
sumer-price index in Manila rose slight- 
ly from 101.8 in April (1955=100) to 
101.9 in May. 


Among staple food items, canned 
milk, rice, and sugar registered price 
increases, and the National Marketing 
Corporation (NAMARCO)—a Govern- 
ment trading organization—funneled 
additional supplies of these commodities 
into the market in an effort to check 
the rise. 


Wholesale prices rose more than re- 
tail prices. The Central Bank’s whole- 
sale-price index for Manila averaged 
104.8 in May (1955=100), as compared 
with 104.0 in April. All components of 
the wholesale-price index shared in the 
rise. Wholesale prices of domestic prod- 
ucts for export averaged 106 in May 
against 105.6 the preceding month; 
wholesale prices of domestic products 
for local consumption increased from 
102.2 to 102.8. Wholesale prices for im- 
ported products averaged 113.4, as com- 
pared with 112.6 in April. Of the major ~ 
exports, copra and log and lumber 
prices were unchanged while sugar and 
abaca were up roughly 5 percent from 
the preceding month, 

Economic Bills Enacted 

Most of the bills certified to the 
Philippine Congress by the President as 
“must” economic legislation were ap- 
proved by the legislative body in the 
closing days of the session, (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 17, p. 9). The 
bill authorizing the exploitation of the 
Surigao mineral reservation, which was 

(Continued. on page 22) 


Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economic 
and business data to details on 
export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 33 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve world 
traders in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department’s 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Construction Trades at Record Levels 











Swiss Production High in All Sectors 


The boom conditions which have characterized the Swiss economy 
for several months continued in May, with production in all sectors at 


high levels. 


The watch industry’s output remained high despite dissension over 
the details of the new convention which regulates the cartel. The Gov- 


ernment increased the official discount 
rate for the first time since 1936 and 
called on the nation for restraint to 
avoid serious inflation. The capital mar- 
ket continued tight with interest rates 
on first-class bonds moving up to 4 
percent. 


The important metalworking indus- 
try, including watches, operated at 
about capacity while the construction 
trades functioned at record levels, Can- 
tonal public works officials were asked 
to curtail local construction programs. 
The Federal Government reduced its 
planned building program. Building 
materials suppliers announced a price 
freeze for the rest of 1957. 


On May 17, the first Swiss atomic 
reactor for research was inaugurated. 
A second reactor was under construc- 
tion and plans were announced for 
several others.* The Federal Govern- 
ment submitted to the Federal Assem- 
bly the proposed constitutional amend- 
ment providing the legal basis for the 
Conféderation’s participation in’ an 
atomic program. 


Living Costs at Peak 


The cost of living in Switzerland rose 
in May to a new high, when the con- 
sumer-price index reached 178 against 
176.9 in April. The wholesale-price 
index jumped to 225.1 at the end of 
May, compared with the April figure 
of 224.4 (August 1949=100). The severe 
labor shortage continued. Authorized 
foreign workers totaled 236,984, an in- 
crease of 21.8 percent over February 
1956. The number of foreign workers 
who will be utilized by the Swiss econ- 
omy in the summer peak season was 
estimated at 400,000, as compared with 
326,000 last year. é 

Organizational difficulties within the 
watch industry caused the Federal 
Council to set up a study commission 
to explore the complicated problems 
between the Federation Horlogere (FH) 
and its dissident members. The Federal 
Council also demanded that the watch 
manufacturers and assemblers who had 
not signed the watch convention should 
abide by the convention’s rules through 
the end of 1957, in order to ensure a 
degree of tranquility in the industry 
while the study commission is doing its 
work, 

Two proposals to finance television 
programs beginning in 1958 were con- 
sidered, without final action, by the 
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Swiss Broadcasting Society: An offer 
from a Swiss group of 2-3 million francs 
a year for a half hour of advertising a 
day; and an offer from the Association 
of Newspaper Editors of a subsidy of 2 
million francs a year for 10 years, As 
the result of a March referendum, the 
Federal Government does not have the 
authority to support this operation 
beyond the end of this year. 


Foreign Trade Increases 


Swiss foreign trade continued at an 
extremely high level, both imports and 
exports increasing above April. Im- 
ports, valued at 746.4 million francs, 
exceeded exports, amounting to 574.5 
million. Totals registered for the first 
5 months of 1957 were: Imports, 
3,665.5 million francs and _ exports, 
2,721.8 million, against 2,908.4 million 
and 2,386.4 million francs, respectively, 
for the similar period in 1956. 


Swiss imports usually increase in 
May, but fuels, including coal and fuel 
oil, were imported in extra large quan- 
tities partly because of the long heat- 
ing season this year. Imports of con- 
struction lumber, certain types of iron, 
gasoline, and wheat were all above 
April totals. Machinery imports were 
up slightly at 74.7 million francs. 


Exports followed the usual pattern 
by industry and destination, the metal- 
lurgical industry—including watches— 
alone accounting for 314.3 million francs 
out of the month’s total exports. The 
increasing importance of this sector 
has aroused some fear that Switzerland 
is becoming too dependent upon this 
industry. Of the total for the sector, 
the machine branch accounted for 130.3 
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million francs, an increase of 12.1 per- 
cent above April, with watch exports 
at 101.3 million, up 13.4 percent, 

Textile exports at 70.7 million francs 
were down slightly from the preceding 
month, with cotton fabrics and cloth- 
ing the weakest items. Exports of the 
chemical industry, led by the pharma- 
ceutical sector, were strong, with ana- 
line dyes at 28.3 million francs. Choco- 
late exports fell off slightly from April, 
but cheese exports increased by about 
1.4 million. 

The Federal Republic of Germany 
and the United States in that order 
again were the principal trading 
partners of Switzerland, Imports from 
the United States were valued at 101.2 
million francs, while exports to this 
country totaled 65.9 million. France, 
Italy, Benelux, and the United Kingdom 
ranked as the next most important 
partners. Shipments to India, China— 
including Hong Kong and Formosa— 
and Japan amounted to 33 million 
francs, against imports of 14.2 million. 


Discount Rate Increased 


The official discount rate was in- 
creased by the Swiss National Bank 
from 1.5 to 2.5 percent and the Lom- 
bard rate—advances against securities 
—from 2. to 3.5 percent (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 17, P. 11). 
This decision terminated an era of 
stable discount rate lasting for nearly 
21 years. This stability, however, did 
not reflect the actual state of the 
capital market which has been subject 
to important fluctuations, especially 
over the last 10 years. 

Traditionally, Switzerland has avoided 
using “discount policy” to control cap- 
ital movement, preferring to “sterilize” 
a substantial amoynt of capital assets 
belonging mostly to the Confederation. 
In addition, minimum balances belong- 
ing to private banks and insurance 
companies were maintained with the 
National Bank under the _ so-called 
“gentlemen’s agreement.” 


_ Inflation Danger Acute 


Despite the sterilization policy, the 
danger of inflation has become more 
acute. In many cases, Swiss industry 
has reached capacity limits and the 
continuing flow of incoming orders has 
stimulated further expansion on a large 
scale, thus helping to aggravate the 
construction boom. This boom was one 
of several reasons for the growing 
tightness on the capital market. 


Imports have increased steeply, re- 
sulting in a trade deficit for the first 
5 months of 1957, 81 percent above 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Italian Industrial Output Increases 
Further; Foreign Trade Expands 


The Italian economy was highlighted in May by the further increase 
in industrial production and the expansion of foreign trade. 

Steel output amounted to 557,000 tons, which was higher than April 
production but still slightly below that of March. Pig-iron production 
was 197,000 tons, topping the previous record of 189,000 tons estab- 


lished in July 1956. 


The mechanical industries reported 
satisfactory activity and numerous or- 
ders. Automobile exports to the United 
States, Eastern Europe, and to the 
traditional markets and the seasonal 
expansion of the domestic demand 
spurred the automotive industry. Man- 
ufacturers of precision machinery, par- 
ticularly typewriters, calculating and 
sewing machines, reported intense ac- 
tivity. 

Less satisfactory, but not wholly 
unfavorable, was the situation in the 
electrical machinery sector, reported 
as critical by manufacturers of railway 
rolling stock and privately owned rail- 
way repair shops, with some plants 
idle, Although some locomotives and re- 
frigerated cars are now under con- 
struction, much of the investment in 
the railway system to date has been 
devoted to the rebuilding and improve- 
ment of the railway lines and facilities. 
A large-scale program for the acquisi- 
tion of new rolling stock awaits final 
Governmental approval. 

The overall production of textile 
machinery progressed at a normal 
pace, with an increased production for 
export. Some countries which were 
former buyers of Italian finished tex- 
tiles were purchasing looms and other 
textile machinery for domestic manu- 
facture of textile — Mexico for ex- 
ample. Many of the Mexican orders re- 
portedly resulted from the Italian In- 
dustrial Fair held in Mexico City in 
March. The success of that venture is 
expected to lead to additional fairs; 
similar industrial fairs in Montreal, 
Bombay, and Baghdad reportedly are 
being planned. 

Textile Industry Improves 


The textile industry showed steady 
improvement. The slight seasonal de- 
crease in the production of woolens 
was overcome and the samples pre- 
pared for the fall and winter lines 
reportedly were successful. Woolens 
manufacturers were resisting the in- 
creased prices for raw wool. 

The building and construction indus- 
try was in a seasonal upswing, owing 
to the increase in cooperative and Gov- 
ernment-supported housing construc- 
tion. The market for luxury housing 
was saturated and the building of mid- 
die-class housing was hampered by in- 
sufficient credit available to builders. 
Conditions in the building materials in- 
dustry were good. 

Italy’s imports have been elimbing 





steadily and reached $318 million in 
April. Exports totaled $201 million, a 
slight drop from the preceding month 
but higher than in the first 2 months 
of the year and 22 percent higher than 
in April 1956. Imports of scrap iron in- 
creased, following the lifting of U. S. 
restrictions on heavy melting scrap, 
cotton, machinery, and, as a result of 
the re-opening of the Suez Canal, pe- 
troleum. 

Automobile exports, stimulated by 
the introduction of Italian cars into 
new markets, such as the United 
States, Poland, Czechoslovakia, etc., 
continued their steady rise from $5.7 
million in January to $10.3 million in 
April. Exports of machinery, steel 
products, and woolen textiles, on the 
other hand, showed a moderate de- 
cline. 


Trade With U. S. Up 
Italy increased both its imports from 
and exports to the United States in 
April, but the greater increase of im- 
ports, consisting largely of scrap iron, 
copper, and cotton, made Italy’s April 
(Continued on page 22) 





Eximbank Authorizes 
182 Credits 


The Export-Import Bank of 
Washington authorized 182 credits 
in 36 countries totaling $1,066 mil- 
lion between July 1, 1956, and 
June 30, 1957, the bank has an- 
nounced. 

Eximbank has averaged 50 
credits in 22 countries totaling 
$393 million annually since the 
fiscal year 1947. 

With the credits authorized by 
Eximbank in fiscal year 1957, bor- 
rowers will buy in the United 
States for use abroad a wide 
variety of capital equipment. 

A total of 143 credits for $55 
million was authorized at the re- 
quest of U. S. exporters or finan- 
cial institutions in fiscal year 
1957, including 15 increases in ex- 
isting credits totaling $236,000. 
An additional 39 credits for $1,011 
million were authorized on re- 
quest of oversea purchasers, in- 
cluding 8 increases of $641,000. 











Netherlands Has Further 
Trade Deficit Decline 


The Netherlands program aimed at 
reductions in spending had not had 
any apparent effect on the country’s 
balance of trade or general level of 
consumption in May. 

The trade deficit in the first 4 
months of the year amounted to 1,376 
million guilders, considerably larger 
than the 960-million guilder deficit for 
the corresponding 1956 period. (1 guild- 
er=US $0.263). This development was 
mitigated by the improved ratio of ex- 
ports to imports—from 68 percent in 
January to 75 percent in April. The cap- 
ital market continued tight, and gold 
and foreign exchange reserves remained 
fairly stable. 


The industrial-production index rose 
further, though at a_ slower rate. 
Housing construction was at peak 
levels. Labor remained in short supply, 
and the cost-of-living index was un- 
changed for the fifth successive month. 
Higher imports of fruit may result 
from the serious frost damage. 


Foreign Trade At New High 


Imports increased considerably in the 
first 4 months, compared with the cor- 
responding period in 1956, and amount- 
ed to 5,193 million guilders; exports 
amounted to 3,717 million guilders. The 
April deficit was not nearly*as large 
as that of preceding months, which may 
indicate a slowly growing trend to 
more balanced trade. The Government 
program for reducing consumption and 
investment, however, apparently has 
not brought about any significant cor- 
rective effect. 

The geographic’ distribution of 
Netherlands foreign trade did not 
change, with Germany and the Belgium- 
Luxmbourg Economic Union remaining 
its two most important partners, fol- 
lowed closely by the United States. 
Commodity-wise, imports of iron and 
steel, machinery, textiles, and raw 
materials were at record levels. Tradi- 
tional agricultural exports held their 
own. 

U. 8S. Firms Invest 


The interest of American firms in 
establishing themselves in the Nether- 
lands revived considerably after the 
signing of the Common Market Treaty. 
Merck, and Sharp & Dohme opened a 
new factory for the manufacture of 
vitamins and pharmaceuticals; Wispese 
International, Inc., in collaboration with 
a Netherlands firm, established a sub- 
sidiary for the manufacture of textile 
products; Caltex Petroleum opened a 
new installation for the introduction of 
high octane gasoline, and began work 
on a laboratory for Caltex installations 
throughout the world. 

Industrial production increased fur- 

(Continued on page 19) 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Britain Eases Controls on Dollar Imports 


The British Government resumed its program of progressive dollar 


trade liberalization with the announcement on July 3 that import con- 
trols are to be removed on August 1 from about 500 additional com- 


modities from the dollar area. 


Existing restrictions will continue to apply to dollar imports of 


machinery, fuels, many food items, and 
most manufactured products. Import 
licenses generally are issued liberally, 
however, for dollar goods which United 
Kingdom import licensing authorities 
consider essential to the British econo- 
my and for which suitable substitutes 
are not alternatively available from 
domestic or some other  nondollar 
source of supply. 


Industrial Materials Freed 


Many basic industrial raw materials 
are added to the open general license 
list in what the Board. of Trade de- 
scribes as a tidying-up operation; that 
is, the additions complete the elimina- 
tion of controls on such raw materials. 
The open general license list includes 
items that may be imported without li- 
cense from any source, including the 
dollar area. Formerly a large number 
of industrial materials were imported 
under “open individual license,” which 
does not restrict quantity, or under spe- 
cifie licenses, which have in practice 
b@en freely issued. 

Included in this group are mineral 
products and metals ranging from 
crude, ground, or graded abrasives, in- 
cluding artificially, and cement and 
cement refractory, through nonferrous 
metal ores and scrap and rare earths, 
to vermiculite, Also included are a num- 
ber of oils, waxes, gums, resins, and 
perfumery materials; nuts and kernels 
for expressing oil, among which are 
peanuts and cottonseed; and peanut, lin- 
seed, maise, and soya bean oil, as well 
as petroleum bitumen soap stock and 
stearine (stearic acid). « 


Hardwood Quota Dropped 

Arrangements in effect since Febru- 
ary 1955 establishing an annual quota 
of £3 million, or US$8.4 million, for ime 
port of certain hardwoods from North 
America will no longer apply after 
August 1 because the items may then 
be imported freely. These are hard- 
woods no further prepared than hewn, 
sawn, planed, dressed, tongued, or 
grooved, including flooring blocks and 
Strips, and staves and caskheads, how- 
ever prepared. 

The British market is now open to a 
wide variety of forest products inas- 
much as some softwoods also are added 
to the open general license list. These 
include softwoods no further prepared 
than hewn, sawn, planed, dressed, 
tongued, grooved, beaded, or rejointed, 
including railroad ties, telegraph poles, 
flooring blocks; box- 
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boards, shingles, weatherboard, shiplap, 
and dropsiding; staves and caskheads; 
wood veneers with or without paper 
backing; and plywood, laminboard, 
blockboard, and battenboard. 


Import of such papermaking materi- 
als as bagasse and bagasse pulp, espar- 
to grass and esparto pulp, and straw 
and straw pulp also is freed. 


Nearly 150 chemical, drug, dye, and 
fertilizer items are added to the open 
general license list. These include most 
basic inorganic fertilizers; calcium su- 
perphosphate; ground or unground min- 
eral phosphates of lime; natural and 
synthetic tanning substances; pharaceu- 
tical glands and offals; and a number 
of cellulose acetate and polyvinyl plas- 
tics materials. 


The chemical compound additions are 
too numerous to include here, but a list- 
ing of these and other items on open 
general license may be obtained from 
the British Commonwealth Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
a, D. C. ; 


Cereals Decontrolled 

With the latest cereal additions to 
including 
seed, milled or not, no longer require 
import licenses. These include barley, 
maize, oats, rye, rice, sorghum, and 
wheat. Vegetable oils and oilseeds now 
permitted to be imported freely are 
enumerated under basic materials. 


Also among food, drink, animal feed 
stuff, and seed items freed from im- 
port control are all animal fats, greases, 
and oils except butter; natural or arti- 
ficial bladders and casings; malt and 
hops; starches and starch preparations 
not containing added sweetening mat- 
ter and not packed for retail sale; and, 
dried beans, lentils, and peas. 


Few manufactured items are on the 
open general license list. Some of these, 
such as plywood and some other forms 
of lumber, some chemicals, and metal 
scrap, already have been discussed. 


The new list does include, however, a 
wide range of iron and steel, including 
alloy steel, ingots, blooms, billets, slabs 
and shapes, forms and primary manu- 
factures, such as girders, beams, joists 
and pillars, not fabricated; pipes, tubes, 
and fittings; railway rails; tinplate bars 





of steel; and wire, wire cable, and non- 
insulated wire rope. 

Completing the additions of metal 
manufactures to the open general li- 
cense list are nonferrous meta] manu- 
factures and most alloys thereof in the 
form of castings; tubes, pipes, and hol- 
low bars of all sections; noninsulated 
wire; wrought bars; rods, shapes, and 
sections; wrought plates, sheets, strip, 
and foil; and solder. 


Leather Quota Increased 


The following hides and skins, includ- 
ing fur skins, but excluding leather may 
be imported without license: Dressed 
or dyed; raw, dried, salted, or pickled; 
untanned hide splits; untanned sheep 
and lamb skins, being grains and 
fleshes; and strips, sacs, plates, and lin- 
ings, dressed or dyed. Leather scrap and 
waste also may be imported without li- 
cense. 

Although leather is still not on open 
general license, the present complicated 
quota arrangements for import of 
leather from North America will be 
greatly simplified. The global quota 
covering all dollar countries for the pe- 
riod ending July 31, 1958, is established 
at £2 million a year f. o. b., or £2.2 mil- 
lion c. i. f. The new quota represents an 
increase of about £1% million. Details 
of the new leather quota arrangements 
are expected to be published in the For- 
eign Commerce Weekly when an- 
nounced by the Board of Trade. 

Until mid-1955, when the United 
Kingdom’s external finances took a turn 
for the worse, considerable progress 
was made toward freeing Britain’s dol- 
lar imports. Liberalization measures 
established up to that time were under- 
taken mainly in connection with return 
to private trade of nearly all commodity 
importing, which since the beginning 
of World War II had been under the 
jurisdiction of a number of British Gov- 
ernment agencies, including the Minis- 
try of Food, Ministry of Supply, and 
Board of Trade, and also in conjunction 
with the reopening in London and Liv- 
erpool of long-established commodity 
exchanges dealing on a worldwide basis 
with most nonferrous metals, cereals, 
and cotton. 


Half of Imports on Free List 


In all, it is estimated that more than 
half of the United Kingdom's dollar im- 
ports now are permitted to come in 
free of licensing. Most liberalized items 
are in the raw materials, basie food- 
stuffs, and chemicals categories. Only 
slightly more than 5 percent of manu- 
factured goods are included in the open 
general license list. 

In announcing the new liberalization 
measures before the House of Commons, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Central Bank of Philippines Adopts 
New Exchange Rules on Imports 


New rules governing the allocation of foreign exchange for imports, 
effective July 1, have been adopted by the Monetary Board of the 


Philippine Central Bank. 


The major change involves a reclassification of all commodity im- 
ports undertaken in accordance with an earlier resolution of the Na- 


tional Economic Council (NEC), The 
NEC resolution stipulated that ex- 
change shall not be made available for 
“any specific article or commodity 
which is produced locally or for which 
an acceptable local substitute is avail- 
able in sufficient quantity to meet that 
portion of the local demand [for] 
which the country cannot afford foreign 
exchange disbursement without detri- 
ment thereto.” 


The NEC resolution nevertheless adds 
that “‘as conditions normalize and as 
the level of international reserves 
warrant, the [number of] decontrolled 
items should be increased . . . in order 
to be consistent with the announced 
policy that controls are never intended 
to be a permanent feature of the 
economy.” 


All goods for which foreign exchange 
is allocated on a regular basis fall into 
one of six essentiality categories based 
on a different set of criteria. These are 
as follows: 


@ Essential producers’ goods (EP). 
Items necessary for the production of 
essential commodities and _ services, 
limited to the requirements of indus- 
tries engaged in the production of 
essential and semiessential producers’ 
goods and services (including raw ma- 
terials), essential consumer goods, ex- 
port commodities, and the needs of 
essential utility services. 


@ Semiessential producers’ goods 
(SEP). Items necessary for the pro- 
duction of semi-essential commodities 
and services, including the requirements 
of industries whose products are to a 
limited extent for export, with all or 
part of the remainder being for pro- 
ducers of semi-essential or nonessential 
commodities and services. 


@ Nonessential producers’ goods 
(NEP). Items necessary for the pro- 
duction of nonessential commodities 
and services, limited to the require- 
ments of industries engaged in the 
production of nonessential (consumer) 
goods and services which are within 
the reach only of the high-income group. 

@ Essential consumer goods (EC). 
Items which meet the basic require- 
ments for food, clothing, shelter, health, 
and education of families earning not 
more than 120 pesos (1 es. S.$0.50) 
a month, 

@ Semiessential consumer goods 
(SEC). Items which families earning 
between 120 and 300 pesos a month 
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generally can afford in addition to the 
basic necessities, 


@ Nonessential consumer goods 
(NEC), Items. which families earning 
more than 300 pesos a month generally 
can afford in addition to the goods in 
the preceding two consumer goods 
categories. 

These essentiality ratings replace the 
highly essential, essential, and non- 
essential categories used earlier in the 
Central Bank’s Statistical Classification 
of (Import) Commodities. 

In addition to the six priority classi- 
fications mentioned, there are, as in the 
past, two special designations. Un- 
classified items (UI) are goods for 
which generally no foreign exchange is 
allocated. As an exception to this rule, 
however, the Monetary Board of the 
Central Bank may permit their import 
under certain conditions. For example, 
although certain cotton fabrics were 
recently placed on the unclassified list, 
producers may import them when the 
prior approval of the Central Bank’s 
Import Department has been obtained. 
Decontrolled items (DC) are — 
selected food and drug items whi 
may be imported without exchange 
limitation. 

Foreign exchange is allocated for the 
categories of imports in the following 
order of preference: “Adequate” foreign 
exchange is available for essential 
producer and consumer goods, while 
only “limited” exchange is available for 
imports of semiessential producers’ 
goods. “More limited’ amounts are 
available for semiessential consumer 
goods and nonessential producers’ 
goods. The least amount (“very 
limited” foreign exchange) is available 
for imports of nonessential consumer 
goods. However, foreign exchange is to 
be made available for commodity im- 
ports in these categories “only to the 
extent that the commodity proposed to 
be imported or any suitable substitute 
therefor is not being produced locally.” 


Switching Rules Modified 

General rules on switching are estab- 
lished replacing ad hoc switching rules 
previously announced from time to time 
by the Monetary Board and the Import- 
Export Committee of the Central Bank. 
Under certain conditions, one com- 
modity may be substituted for another 
commodity in the same priority classi- 
fication or in a higher classification, 
but no switching from a higher to a 


lower classification is permitted. The 
substitution can be made, however, only 
during the same semester for which 
the foreign exchange quotas have been 


allocated. Any switching, moreover, 
which involves an amount in excess of 
$1,000 requires the prior approval of 
the Import-Export Committee. 

Producers may switch from one raw 
material to another which enters into 
or is used directly for the manufacture 
of products which they are authorized 
to manufacture. Producers may also 
switch from one spare part to another 
provided the total value of such trans- 
fers per semester does not exceed 10 
percent of the semester quota for spare 
parts, or $1,000, whichever is lower, and 
provided that the spare parts imported 
are to be used directly in the manu- 
facturing operations. 


Switching by importers is restricted 
only to commodities related to their 
respective lines of business, To imple- 
ment this ruling a listing of some 52 
lines of business has been drawn up 
showing the commodities normally fall- 
ing under the respective headings. Im- 
porters of shoes, for example, are no 
longer permitted to import auto parts. 


Foreign exchange allocations held by 
importers may be switched according 
to the following rules: 


@ Allocations for essential producer 
goods (EP) may be utilized for the 
import only of commodities also in the 
“EP” category. 

@ Allocations for semiessential pro- 
ducer goods (SEP) may be switched to 
items in the “EP” and “EC” categories. 

@ Allocations for nonessential pro- 
ducer goods (NEP) may be utilized for 
items in the “SEP,” “EP,” and “EC” 
categories, 

@ Allocations for essential consumer 
goods (EC) may be switched to items 
in the “EP” category. 

@ Allocations for semiessential con- 
sumer goods (SEC) may he utilized to 
import items in the “SEP,” “EP,” and 
“EC” categories, 

@ Allocations for nonessential con- 
sumer goods (NEC) may be switched 
to items under any other category. 

Goods listed in the Central Bank's 
Statistical Classification of (Import) 
Commodities have been classified under 
a new system patterned after the 
Standard Trade Classification of the 
United Nations. Together with the 
numerical code given to each commod- 
ity, it is believed that the new classifi- 
cation system will facilitate identifica- 
tion of any particular import product 
and the essentiality rating assigned to 
the product. 





U. 8. exports of cotton, all types, in 
May 1957 were 692,000 bales (500 


pounds gross), up slightly from April 
exports of 629,000 bales, and nearly 
twice as large as exports of 361,000 
bales in May 1956, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 
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Germany Opens Quotas 
For Dollar Area Goods 


Additional import qifotas for a vari- 
ety of dollar goods have been announced 
by the Federal German Government. 

Included in the new quotas are fish- 
meal, oilcake and meal, seed, vitamin 
B-12 supplement, vitamin B_ supple- 
ment, kraft liner and kraft cardboard, 
glass fiber rovings, spinnable glass fiber 
yarns and tissues, rubber elastic fabrics 
and articles, raw aluminum, and raw 
furskins. 

Two separate quotas for fishmeal, 
each for imports to a value of 1 mil- 
lion marks, were announced, one on 
July 2 and the other on July 4. (4.2 Ger- 
man marks=US$1). 

The quotas for vitamin B-12 supple- 
ment and vitamin B supplement are 
for 1 million marks each. 

Included in the new quota for oil- 
cake and meal, for which the value 
limitation has not been published, are 
extraction meals and oilcakes from pea- 
nuts, coconuts, copra, linseed, palm 
kernels, sunflowerseed, soybeans, 
hempseed, rapeseed, turnip rapeseed, 
olives, and other miscellaneous oilfruits 
and oilseeds. : 

The seed quotas, also of unspecified 
value, apply to imports of alsike and 
redtop seeds and horticultural seeds. 

For kraft liner and kraft cardboard 
the quota is fixed at 4 million marks, 
an no reexport is permitted. 

For spinnable glass fiber yarn and 
tissue that quota is 120,000 marks, and 
reexport is permitted only against pay- 
ment in freely convertible currency. 

The value limitation on quotas for 
rubber elastic fabrics and rubber elastic 
articles is not specified. 

A recently established import quota 
for raw aluminum, alloyed or not, is 
increased from 6.3 million marks to a 
total of 9.3 million marks, and a recent 
quota for raw furskins is raised from 
12 million to 16 million marks. ke 

An additional quota of 300,000 marks 
is established for imports of glass fiber 
rovings for processing (the most recent 
previous quota for this item was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 15, 1957, page 8). 





Nicaragua Eases Imports of 
More Machine Replacements 


Parts and replacements for fixed 
machinery of pasteurizing plants, and 
parts, replacements, and accessories for 
fixed machinery of the textile industry, 
no longer require prior deposit issuance 
of Nicaraguan import permits. 

Transfer of these items to deposit- 
free status, which implies to Nica- 
ragua’s import list 1, covering primary 
essentials, was established by decrees 
Nos. 40 and 41, effective June 3 and 
June 24, 1957, respectively. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Brazil To Support Cocoa Prices 


A price-support program for cocoa of the 1957-58 crop was initi- 
ated by Brazil with the announcement of regulations for purchasing of 
cocoa beans and byproducts by the Foreign Commerce Department of 
the Bank of Brazil (CACEX) for future or immediate delivery at 


specified prices. 


Under the regulations, issued in a 
Minister of Finance resolution dated 
May 17, CACEX will purchase for ac- 
count of the National Treasury cocoa 
beans and byproducts, that is, cocoa 
butter, cake, and paste and powdered 
cocoa. Purchases .for future delivery 
are to be made through exporting en- 
tities which exported cocoa in the 1956- 
57 crop year, whereas purchases for 
immediate delivery are to be made 
through producers as well. 


Purchases for future delivery have 
a maximum of 90 days for delivery, and 
are limited in that for each week they 
cannot exceed the total volume which 
from the seasonal point of view is con- 
sidered normal for sale of the crop in 
the foreign market. Total of cocoa by- 
products purchased may not exceed 
30 percent of cocoa beans purchased. 

Minimum Guaranteed 

The price to be paid the grower by 
the exporter-seller or by CACEX is 1,200 
cruzeiros per 60-kilogram bag of su- 
perior type, cocoa delivered in store at 
Ilheus, with grade discounts for good- 
fair and regular types (1 cruzeiro=ap- 
proximately US $0.0144). The exporter- 
seller will receive from CACEX a com- 
mission of 5 percent on the export price 
of 1,800 cruzeiros per bag for superior 
type and expenses in connection with 
grading, bagging, and handling. State 
and municipal taxes, and other charges 
also will be taken into account. 

CACEX, acting under instructions 
from the Minister of Finance, will es- 
tablish the time and conditions, depend- 
ing on the national financial picture, 
under which purchases thus authorized 





Japan Reduces Requirements 


Of Deposits on Some Imports | 


The Japanese Government, in a re- 
cent action affecting 10 items imported 
into Japan under the automatic ap- 
proval system, requires importers to 
deposit collateral amounting to 5 per- 
cent of the value of the intended trans- 
action in order to obtain foreign ex- 
change. 


This action supersedes a previous of- 


ficial action reported in Foreign Com-. 


merce Weekly, July 15, 1957, page 8, 
which indicated that a 25-percent de- 
posit was necessary to import these 10 
commodities. 

The 10 items now requiring a 5-per- 
cent deposit are: Raw rubber, lead ore, 
tin ore, jute, cotton linter pulp, oats, 
corn, wheat bran, rice bran, and kao- 
liang.—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 





will cease with the resumption of ex- 
ports by shippers on their own account. 
At that time exporters will make new 
purchases from producers. 

Until absorption consuming markets 
capacity will permit “satisfactory con- 
ditions” for convenient sale, the Federal 
Government will hold the previously 
purchased stock. If CACEX itself 
should not export these stocks, the ex- 
porter from whom the amount to be 
exported was acquired will have full 
preference to export same. 

All sales contracts registered at 
CACEX up to May 15, 1957, will be 


honored. — U. S. Consulate, Salvador, 
Bahia. 





Indonesia Assesses 


New Alien Head Tax 


A new alien head tax is assessed in 
Indonesia on all foreigners, that is non- 
citizens, except diplomatic, consular, 
and other representatives of foreign 
countries, those employed by the In- 
donesian Government, and tourists and 
other visitors remaining in the country 
no longer than 3 months. 


The tax, announced by the Indone- 
sian Government on July 9, is retroac- 
tive to January 1, 1957. 


Yearly tax rates are set at 1,500 ru- 
piah, or US$130 at the nominal basic 
rate of 11.40 rupiah to the US$1, per 
head of family, 750 rupiah for wife, 375 
rupiah for child, and 750 rupiah for 
other family member. 

The law, designed primarily as an ad- 
ditional revenue-earning measure in 
view of the country’s current critical 
financial situation, is expected to affect 
almost one and a quarter million aliens, 
mostly of Chinese and Eurasian extrac- 
tion. It does not change the incidence of 
income and other taxes to which aliens 
are also subject on the same basis as 
Indonesians.—U. S. Embassy, Djakarta, 

U. S. cotton exports in the August- 
July 1956-57 season are expected to be 
about 7.5 million running bales—about 
7.8 million bales of 500 pounds gross. 
Sales under the 1956-57 cotton export 
program totaled 7.7 million running 
bales as of June 25, 1957, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 

All of this cotton must be exported 
not later than August 15, 1957. Sales 
on June 25 for export before August 16 
were 10,922 running bales, 
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New Philippine Law To Regulate 
Development of Nickel Reserves 


The President of the Philippines has signed into law Senate bill No. 
655 establishing the general policy for development of Government- 
owned mineral deposits in the Surigao mineral reservations. 

The reservation, located on the southern island of Mindanao and 
said possibly to contain the fifth largest nickel reserves in the world, 


has attracted the attention of a num- 
ber of foreign firms, including Ameri- 
can, interested in developing the area. 

Under the new law the President is 
authorized to have development of the 
mineral Reservation undertaken by the 
Government itself, a joint Government- 
private enterprise, the Government to 
retain 51 percent control; or a private 


contractor—individual or corporate— 
who would be required to finance all 
costs and 60 percent of whose capital 
would be owned by persons qualified by 
the Constitution to exploit Philippine 
natural resources, that is, Filipino citi- 
zens, and until 1947, American cilizens. 
Preference is given in the law to the 
first two alternatives, 


Bids To Be Submitted 


Action by a private contractor would 
be carried out as the result of bids sub- 
mitted to the Government. No title or 
interest in the lands worked, however, 
or in minerals produced could be ac- 
quired by any contractor. 


The President is authorized to grant 
a contractor various prospecting rights 
in the reservation, as well as exemption 
from pertinent laws and regulations 
covering import of technical personnel 
and mining and processing eqiupment 
and éxport of construction equipment 
and minerals, Free use of timber and 
water in the reservation may also be 
authorized by the President. 


A eontract awarded to a private op- 
erator must not exceed 25 years but is 
renewable for another similar period 
after successful completion of the origi- 
nal contract terms, 


Of particular interest to potential in- 
vestors is section 5 of the law, which 
states that any minority stockholder 





and/or contractor may repatriate 80 
percent of the foreign capital invest- 
ment plus interest within 5 years after 
beginning commercial production, Re- 
patriation of the remainder is to be 
subject to Central Bank regulations in 
effect at time of repatriation. 


In addition, profits or dividends may 
be remitted out of current profits, but 
total repatriation of capital plus re- 
mission of profits or dividends for any 
year “shall not exceed 50 percent of the 
percentage contribution to the total 
capital investment.” 


The same section also provides, how- 
ever, that repatriation and profit re- 
mittances may “at any time during the 
term of the contract be done under the 
provisions of [section 5] or under such 
regulations as may from time to time 
be promulgated by the Central Bank on 
the matter, at the election of the 
minority stockholder or operator.” 


From operations performed by inde- 
pendent contractors the Government is 
to retain not less than 50 percent of all 
annual net profits arising from the op- 
eration or 5 percent of gross quarterly 
receipts, f.o.b. point of export, which- 
ever is higher. 


Also, as an incentive for the contrac- 
tor “to extract the other contained 
metals from the Surigao ores, such as 
iron, chromium, cobalt, etc., in addition 
to production of nickel and/or ferro- 
nickel, the operator [contractor] may 
be entitled to not more than 20 per- 
cent of the annual net profit realized 
from production of said iron, chromium, 
and/or cobalt, etc. for the first 3 years 
of actual commercial production there- 
of.”—U. S. Embassy, Manila. 
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Guatemala Lifts Ban on 
Shoes, Raises Duties 


The Guatemalan prohibition on the 
import of shoes, except special types, 
established in April 1950, was removed 
and most footwear import duties in- 
creased simultaneously on July 2, 1957, 
by decree No. 1185, published and effec- 
tive that date. 

Items affected and their new duties 
in U. S. dollars per gross kilogram, with 
former rates per legal kilogram, unless 
otherwise noted, in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


442-0-0-18. Footwear (of leather) not speci- 
fied, 7.40 (4.00). 

442-0-0-19. Boots and half boots (of leath- 
er), 7.40 (3.00). 

442-0-0-20. Slippers (of leather) with or 
without adornments of other materials, 5.00 


(4.00). 

469-6-1-12. Slippers and footwear, not speci- 
fled, made principally of natural silk, pure 
or mixed, 4.20 (6.00). 

469-6-2-12. Slippers and footwear, not speci- 
=, made principally of artificial silk, 6.20 
( . 

469-6-3-9. Slippers and footwear not speci- 
fled, made principally of wool or felt, 6.20 
(4.00). 

469-6-4-7. Footwear, not specified, made prin- 
cipally of linen or ramie, 6.20 (4.00). 

469-6-4-9. Slippers, made principally of 
linen or ramie, 4.20 (2.00). 

469-6-4-10. Sandals of canvas, 
soles, 0.75 (0.75). 

469-6-5-4. Footwear, not re. made prin- 
cipally of hemp, 6.20 (4 
—" Slippers of _- aie or jute, 1.00 

469-6-5-7. Slippers of straw, or other coarse 
fibers, not specified, 1.00 (0.75). 


469-6-5-8. ndals of hemp, with cord soles 
0.75 (0.75). 
specified, 
) 


with cord 


469-6-6-19. Footwear, not 
principally of cotton, 6.20 (4.00). 

469-6-6-21. Shoes of canvas, with rubber 
soles, with or without leather reinforcements 
6.00 (3.00 per gross kilogram). 

469-6-6-22. Shoes of canvas, with leather 
soles, with or without other reinforcements 
of leather, 3.00 (3.00). q 

469-6-6- a Slippers made principally of cot- 
ton, 4.20 (2.00). 

469-6-6-24. Sandals of canvas with cord 
soles, 1.50 (0.50 per gross kilogram). 

471-1-0-12. Footwear of all kinds (of rubber 
and gutta-percha), 1.50 (0.75 per gross kilo- 
gram). 


made 


—U. S. Embassy, Guatemala. 





Britain Eases ... 

y, (Continued from page 5) 

the president of the Board of Trade, 
stated, “In most of these cases the main 
benefit to importers will be that they 
will be relieved of paperwork but in 
others they will gain from increased 
competition among suppliers and easier 
access to the sources of supply which 
suit them best. Some switching to dollar 
supplies is likely but it should not be 
Jarge, and the net cost of additional im- 
ports is not expected to exceed £3 mil- 
lion. These steps will bring some mod- 
est direct and indirect benefits to the 
economy, but the Government wishes to 
emphasize that there has been mm 
change-in the need to economize on ex- 
ternal expenditures.” 





West Germany’s imports of butter 
and cheese in the first quarter of 1957 
were appreciably heavier than in the 
comparable quarter of 1956, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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Two New Income Taxes 
Imposed by Colombia 


Two important one-time income taxes 
have been imposed and the -recently 
enacted system for withholding income 
taxes has been completely discarded by 
the Colombian Government. 


These actions were taken by the is- 
suance of a series of decrees and resolu- 
tions to cope with the Colombian finan- 
cial crisis. 

Decree No. 0107 of June 17, 1957, 
which largely covers foreign exchange 
matters, merely states that: “All legal 
provisions on withholding income taxes 
are repealed...” It contains no specific 
repealer of decree No. 2597 of October 
25, 1956, or decree-law No. 3124 of 
December 20, 1956 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 7, p. 9, and Apr. 8, p. 7), 
under which the new withholding sys- 
tem was set up. Decree No. 0107 does 
state, however, that income tax must 
be withheld in the future on income 
paid by Colombians to nonresidents 
who do not have agents in Colombia. 
Thus, while regulations are still to be 
issued on this subject, it appears that 
income tax withholding will-return to 
the system in effect before the late 
1956 legislation. ‘ 

Decree No. 0107 (article 12) also 
levies a one-time tax called “Quota for 
National Rehabilitation.” This tax is 
computed at a flat rate of 20 percent on 
the amount (above 5,000 pesos, which is 
exempt) of normal income tax, patri- 
mony tax, and excess profits tax pay- 
able for tax year 1956. It applies to 
natural persons and all forms of busi- 
ness organizations. 

The second one-time tax is levied by 
Decree No. 0108, also of June 17, 1957. 


This new surcharge will apply only to, 


the income derived by natural and ju- 
dicial persons from commercial and in- 
dustrial activities. It will not apply to 
income from agriculture and livestock. 
To compute the tax, a comparison is 
first made of 1957 net taxable income 
with patrimony declared as of January 
1, 1957. This ratio is then compared 
with the same ratio for 1956. The dif- 
ference between the ratios is the tax 
base. If the 1957 ratio difference does 
not exceed 12 pereent of patrimony 
declared for that year, the new tax will 
not apply. In all other cases the rates 
are as follows: 

If the tax base is greater than 10 
percent but does not exceed 15 percent 
of 1956 net taxable income, the rate of 
tax is 35 percent of the base; if the 
base is greater than 15 but not in ex- 
cess of 20 percent of 1956 income, a tax 
of 55 percent; if the base is greater 
than 20 but does not exceed 25 percent, 
a rate of 75 percent; and if the tax 
base is greater than 25 percent of 1956 
net taxable income, the rate of tax is 
95 percent of the tax base. 


July 29, 1957 





Sweden Frees Import of 
Dollar Area Items 


Sweden has placed additional 
commodities on its dollar import 
free. list. 

Among commodities which the 
State Agricultural Board has an- 
nounced may be imported into 
Sweden from the dollar area with- 
out import license beginning July 
1 are wheat, rye, corn, wheat and 
rye flour, soybeans, sugar, sirup, 
molassas, certain fats and oils, 
smoked and salted horsemeat, and 
other minor food products—U. S. 
Embassy, Stockholm. 











S. Africa Sets New 
Lobster Export Rules 


Production, packaging, and inspection 
of rock lobsters intended for export 
from the Union of South Africa have 
been made subject to revised regula- 
tions. 


Under the new regulations, announced 
by Government Notice 786 on May 29, 
all exports of rock lobster require a 
special export permit from the Min- 
ister of Economic Affairs. Before frozen 
rock lobster tails can be licensed for 
export, the exporter must satisfy the 
Government that certain sanitary re- 
quirements have been adhered to in the 
production process And all shipments 
must be approved for export by a Gov- 
ernment inspector. 

Frozen rock lobster tails are to be 
packed in receptacles containing a net 
weight. of 20 pounds of rock lobster or 
such other weight as may be officially 
authorized; receptacles containing Cape 
rock lobster must bear the inscription 
“Rock «Lobster” as distinct from re- 
ceptacles containing Natal rock lobster, 
which are to be labeled “Natal Rock 
Lobster.” All receptacles must be 
marked “A product of the Union of 
South Africa” and show net weight of 
contents.—Government Gazette, May 29, 
1957. 


The complete text of the regulations 
is available from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Mexico’s cotton consumption in 1956- 
57 is estimated at about 475,000 bales— 
12 percent above the 1955-56 total of 
425,000 bales, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


Cotton stocks on May 1 were esti- 
mated at 431,000 bales, down slightly 
from the 446,000 bales held a year 
earlier. Practically all cotton available 
for export has been sold. 


FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Viet-Nam Takes Steps 
To Ease Bank Credit 


The Government of Viet-Nam in an 
effort to ease an increasingly tight 
credit situation has taken the following 
measures: 


@ Reduced legal reserves of commer- 
cial banks at the National Bank from 
20 to 15 percent. 


@ Simplified rediscount procedures 
for import and export commercial 
paper. 


@ Reduced the rediscount rate from 
5 to 4.5 percent. 


Taking these steps at the advice of 
the National Bank, Viet-Nam seeks to 
solve a problem that has been causing 
growing concern in business and bank- 
ing circles in Saigon in the past few 
months. 

In an earlier attempt directly to aid 
the trading community to cope with 
the decreased availability of funds for 
financing import transactions, the Viet- 
Namese Government through its De- 
partment of National Economy in late 
May authorized traders licensed to im- 
port goods in two or more of the 18 
Viet-Namese commodity import cate- 
gories (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
September 30, 1956, p. 6) to withdraw 
part of their $10,000 license deposits 
for each category. Depending on num- 
ber of categories of goods in which 
they deal, importers are permitted to 
withdraw one or two deposits.—U. S. 
Embassy, Saigon. 





Italy Frees Entry of 
More Dollar Goods 


The Italian Government on June 25 
increased the number of items that 
may be freely imported into Italy from 
the dollar area. 

Commodities from approximately 140 
Italian tariff classifications have been 
added to the free dollar import list. 

Among principal commodities in the 
new list are cotton; wool; coffee; cer- 
tain chemicals; iron, steel, and other 
metal items; certain types of engines; 
specific kinds of industrial machinery; 
and heavy earth-moving equipment. 

This new step in Italian dollar-trade 
liberalization is the first taken since 
April 1956 and increases the liberaliza- 
tion, from 39 to 71 percent, on the 
basis of dollar imports in 1953. Calcu- 
lated on the basis of 1956 imports 
from the dollar area, it is estimated 
that almost 80 percent of Italian doi- 
lar imports are now free of quantitative 
controls, 

Upon receipt of the complete list, 
additional information on items appear- 
ing thereon is expected to be published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly. 
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Over $7.8 Million Worth of NATO _ Iraq To Invite Tenders 


Construction Projects Planned 


Six new projects—2 each in Portugal and France, and 1 each in 
West Germany and Luxembourg—estimated at a total of over $7.8 
million have been opened to U. S. bidders under the international com- 
petitive bidding procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has announced. 


The projects in Portugal call for ini- 
tial phase construction of 2 maritime 
airbases—1 at Espinho estimated to 
cost $2,660,000, and the other at Montijo 
estimated at $2,520,000. Work at both 
bases includes excavation, concrete and 
bituminous pavements, and grading, to 
be completed by the end of 1959. Only 
those firms cleared for secret security 
work will be eligible to bid. 

One project in France calls for con- 
struction of sea lines, boosting stations, 
and infrastructure for oil installations 
at Le Havre, at an estimated cost of 
$1,970,000. The other French project 
calls for supply of pipes and accessories 
for fuel installations at the naval base 
of Mers-Ed-Kebir at an estimated cost 
of $428,000. The filing deadline for both 
projects is August 1. 

The German project calls for a Rhine 
crossing at Strassburg-Kehl involving 
approximately 60,000 cubic meters of 
dredging work and supply and laying 
of approximately 2,200 meters of 10%” 
O. D.-.365” pipe (type A.P.I. Std. 5 L, 
quality “B”) with fittings and shapes. 

The project in Luxembourg calls for 
supply of 42,000 meters of 6-inch and 
5,500 meters of 4-inch steel pipe for 
constructing the Metz-Bitburg pipeline. 
The estimated cost is $240,000; the filing 
deadline is August 1; and delivery must 
be made in September and October 
1957. 

U. S. firms interested in the projects 
in Portugal should communicate with 
the Direccao Do Servico de Infra-Estru- 
turas Da Forca Aerea Portuguesa (Sub- 
seccao 2.2—Aerodromas NATO), Aven- 
ida Antonio Augusto de Aguiar, 21-3 Dt. 
Lisboa, including with their applications 
a resume of their qualifications. Firms 
found eligible and qualified will be in- 
vited to obtain contract documents, 
specifications, and plans from _ that 
authority through their legal repre- 
sentatives by August 15 for the Espinho 
base, and August 16 for the Montijo 
base. For security reasons, the docu- 
ments will not be mailed. Bids will be 
opened about 8 weeks after the con- 
tract documents are available. 

Applications to bid on the Le Havre 
project should be filed with Direction 
des Carburants, Service Special des 
Depots d’Hydrocarbures, 85 boulevard 
du Montparnasse, Paris, and the Mers- 
Ed-Kebir project, with the Secretariat 
d’Etat a la Marine, Direction Centrals 
des Travaux Immobiliers Maritimes, 
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Service d'Etudes at Marches, 15 rue 
de Laborde, Paris. 

Firms interested in bidding on the 
German project should apply to the 
Bundesminster der Finanzen—Ref. II 
D/1 (22c), Fheindorfer Ster. 108, Bonn, 
by July 31, using special forms avail- 
able from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Those interested in bidding on the 
Luxembourg project should file their 
intentions with the Ponts Et Chaussees, 
Ingenieur d’Arrondissment, 7 rue Albert, 
Luxembourg. 

U. S. firms not already certified 
to participate in NATO work should 
send a resume of their qualifications to 
BFC’s Trade Development Division, as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division. 





Mexican Airline Seeks 
Funds for Expansion 


Raul Ferreira Tolsa, engineer and 
general manager of the Mexican firm, 
Servicios Aereos R. F. Tolsa, is seeking 
additional private investment funds for 
the expansion of the company’s airline 
service, : 

Servicios Aereos reportedly operates 
a passenger, express, and mail service 
using two Cessna 180’s. Flights cover 
the State of Jalisco and the southern 
parts of the States of Nayarit and 
Zacatecas. Company operations are 
based in Guadalajara. 

Sr. Ferreira plans to add a commer- 
cial phase to the firm’s present opera- 
tions through the supply of merchan- 
dise to the points now served by the 
airlines and through the purchase and 
resale in the United States of products 
of Western Mexico such as coconut oil, 
copra, and lobster. A total of US$125,000 
has been estimated as the cost for ad- 
ditional equipment required for the 
projected export operations. 

A brief outline of Sr. Ferreira’s pro- 
posal is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Interested parties also are invited to 
correspond with Sr. Ferreira, Pedro 
Moreno 1189, Guadalajara, Jalisco. 


For Baghdad Bridge 


U. S. firms are invited to file appli- 
cations to participate in the design and 
construction of a highway bridge, the 
Iraqi Ministry of Development has an- 
nounced. 

The proposed highway bridge, ap- 
proximately 20x384 meters, is to span 
the Tigris River at Baghdad. 3 

The applications, with complete in- 
formation on each firm’s qualifications, 
should arrive by registered mail before 
August 13 in envelopes addressed to 
Technical Section II, Daura Bridge, 
Ministry of Development, Baghdad. 

A limited number of firms selected 
from the list of applicants will be in- 
vited to prepare and submit designs and 
construction bids based on survey and 
site investigation details, conditions of 
contract, and specifications prepared by 
the Minstry’s consulting engineers, 
Coode and Partners of London, England. 

After a period of approximately 3 
months allowed for preparation and sub- 
mission, the designs and bids will be 
checked by the consulting engineers and 
presented jo the Ministry with a recom- 
mendation for acceptance of 1 proposal. 

All firms participating in the final 
submission whose designs and bids have 
been found proper, reasonable, and 
practicable will receive a sum amount- 
ing to about $2,100 from the Ministry in 
recognition of their services. 

Interested firms may obtain addition- 
al information regarding this project 
from the Technical Section II, Ministry 
of Development, Baghdad, or from 
Messrs. Coode & Partners, 9 Victoria 


_Street, London, S.W. 1, England. 





Aruba Hotel Plans Soon 


Available to Contractors 


Plans and specifications for the super- 
structure of the Aruba Caribbean Hotel 
are nearing completion and soon will 
be available to U. S.‘contractors inter- 
ested in bidding on the project. 

The estimated cost of the hotel is 
$2.5 million, of which $2 million is for 
construction and $500,000 for furnish- 
ings. Completion time is 13 months and 
the foundation work is about finished. 
A fee of $530 will be charged for each 
set of plans and specifications. U. S. 
firms wishing copies of the plans and 
other technical information should com- 
municate with the architects Morris 
Lapidus, of 256 E. 49th Street, New 
York, N. Y., and Leo Kornblath, of 528 
Lincoln Road, Miami, Fla. Bids should 
be submitted to N. V. Aruven, P. O. 
Box 59, Oranjestad, Aruba, Nether- 
lands West Indies. The last week in 
August is tentatively set as the closing 
date for bids. 
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World Trade Directory 


World Trade Directory reports 
on private foreign firms or indi- 
viduals mentioned in the World 
Trade Leads department of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
i able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
» will be prepared on request— 
= through the Commercial Intelli- 
> gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
, Commerce, U. S. Department of 
* Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
' for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices.. 


Requests for these reports 
should include the names and 
addresses of the firms or indi- 
viduals, 

The information given in a 
World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 
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Swiss Manufacturer Wishes 
U. S. Licensing Arrangement 


A licensing agreement with one or 
more U. S. firms for the manufacture in 
Switzerland of dishwashers, showers, 
taps, and sanitary fittings is sought by 
Oederlin & Co., Ltd., of Switzerland. 

The company is said to manufacture 
an extensive line of taps and fittings 
for hot and cold gwater, industrial fit- 
tings for the chemical industry, high- 
pressure bottle valves for gas, and other 
related products. 

The plant’s facilities are reportedly 
adequate for the expansion which 
Oederlin proposes. Skilled labor also is 
available, 

A brochure illustrating the range of 
products manufactured by the company 
is available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. €: 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond direct with Oederlin & Co., 
Ltd., Baden, Canton Aargau, Switzer- 
land, 





Iran’s cotton exports in August- 
March 1956-57 were estimated at 150,- 
000 bales, compared with 143,000 dur- 
ing the same period last year, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

France has been the main buyer in 
the current season, but quantities ex- 
ported by country of destination are not 
yet available. Major destinations in 
1955-56 were France, Italy, the United 
Kingdom, and West Germany, 
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Plants for Cement, Fertilizer, Sulfuric Acid, 
And Timber Preservation Wanted Overseas 


Several foreign governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U.S. sup- 
pliers. 


Bidding instructions and _ specifica- 
tions and other pertinent data are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U: S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 

Belgian Congo 


Fertilizer, estimated value $16,080, 
specifications No. 53-51-57, bid deadline 
August 14; weights and scales, esti- 
mated value $5,400, specifications No. 
59-34-57, August 28, and lead sulfide 


products, estimated value $100,000, 
specifications No. 56-722-57, Septem- 
ber 20. 


Specifications for these tenders may 
be obtained at the office of the Comp- 
table des Finances du Government Gen- 
eral, Batiment Administratif, Leopold- 
ville-Kalina, Belgian Congo, for $1 each 
plus postage. 


Egypt 

Supply and delivery of complete ce- 
ment plant, capacity 120 metric tons 
per 24 hours; bids invited until Septem- 
ber 1 by the National Company for the 
Production of Cement, S.A.E., 1 Soli- 
man Pasha Street, Cairo. 


Greece 


Ship bottom compositions, 40,000 kilo- 
grams, and boot-topping materials, 8,000 
kilograms, bid deadline August 7; cam- 
eras, 1 double or 2 single aerial photo- 
graphic, August 14 bids invited by the 
State Procurement Service, 56 El 
Venizelos Street, Athens.* 


Chemical reagents; bids invited until 
August 29 by the Office of the Supply 
Department, Greek Government Social 
Insurance Head Office, 4 Kapodistriou 
Street, Athens.* 

Bulldozer, 1 diesel, up to 55 h.p.; bids 
invited until August 20 by the Free 
Zone and Port of Salonika, Salonika.* 

Electronic tubes, 183, various types; 
bids invited until August 20 by the 
Hellenic National Broadcasting Insti- 
tute, 1 Parnassou Street, Athens.* 


India 


Design, supply, and erection of nitro- 
genous fertilizer plant for the steel 
works at Rourkela; bids invited until 
September 16 by the Hindustan Steel 
Private, Ltd. Rourkela 1, Orissa. 

Copies of tender documents, No. 
P/EIV/1312, may be obtained from the 
firm’s Chief Controller of Purchase or 
the Under Secretary, Ministry of Steel, 


Mines and Fuel, Government of India, 
New Delhi, for $105 a set. 


Iran 


Tinfoil, 700 kilograms, 0.06 millimeter 
thick, 96 millimeters wide, 510 milli- 
meters long, bid deadline not indicated; 
cooling tower, capacity 700 cubic 
meters, August 31; sulfuric acid con- 
centration plant, August 26; Vanadium 
pentoxide (V.O;), 800 kilograms, granu- 
lated, cylinder form approximately 15 
millimeters long or in pressed state 
from 10 to 15 milimeter, bid deadline 
not indicated. 


Bids invited by the Armaments De- 
partment, Imperial Iranian Army, Jaleh 
Avenue, Tehran.* Blueprint of sulfuric 
acid concentration plant available for 
review at the Embassy of Iran, 3005 
Massachusetts Avenue, Washington 25, 
D. C. Prices quoted should be in dollars 
c. and f, Khorramshahr. 


Supply of 4 diesel generators, 150 
kilowatts each, with all required spare 
parts, and installation in sugar factories 
at Karay, Torbat Heidarich, Miandoab, 
and Shahabad. Bids invited until August 
20 by Iran Sugar Factories, Shahriza 
Avenue, Tehran.* 


Transmitter and receiver for picture 
and facsimile transmission using fre- 
quency modulation of a tone signal on a 
radiotelephone circut; bids invited un- 
til August 24 by the Iranian Ministry of 
Posts and Telegraphs, Tehran.* 


New Zealand 


Design, manufacture, supply, and de- 
livery of timber preservation plant and 
equipment, complete in all respects for 
the purpose of timber pressure preser- 
vation treatment processes to be carried 
out in accordance with specification. 

Assembly, erection, and installation of 


(Continued on page 12) 





Canadian Trade Index for 
1957 Lists Manufacturers 


The Canadian Trade Index for 1957, 
published by the Canadian Manufac- 
turers’ Association, 67 Yonge Street, 
Toronto 1, and priced at $10, lists over 
10,000 manufacturing firms. 

Subdivided into 5 parts, the directory 
includes an outline of export methods 
and services; an alphabetical list of all 
Canadian manufacturers, with branch 
offices, factories, and export representa- 
tives; a commodity index indicating 
manufacturers’ names; and a section 
listing principal producers, shippers, 
and exporters of agricultural produce. 

A copy of this publication may be 
consulted in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Cemmerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Capital and Know-How 
Wanted by Spanish Firm 


Finanzas y Construcciones, 8. A. 
(FICONSA), Spanish construction 
firm in Valencia, seeks capital and 
technical assistance for public works 
enterprises in Spain. 

Approximately US$150,000 is wanted 
for working capital and additional cap- 
ital is available from local sources. 

FICONSA also is interested in ob- 
taining 4echnical know-how from U. S. 
construction firms. The company is 
now completing a large irrigation dam 
and has experience in excavation and 
earthmoving and in construction of 
steel and concrete bridges, port and 
harbor installations, roads, dams, pipe- 
lines, airfields, sewers and canals, in- 
dustrial plants, housing projects, and 
electric transmission lines. Highly 
trained technicians, engineers, and 
architects are said to be in the firm’s 
employ. 

Supplemental data regarding this 
proposal are available for review on 
loan from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with Maurice Rosen, official 
representative of FICONSA, at 8 rue 
Piccini, Paris 16e, France. Mr. Rosen 
plans to visit the United States in the 
near future to meet potential investors, 





Company in Iran Offers 
Development Services 


The Iran National Trading Co. is 
offering to assist and/or act as agent 
for U. 8. firms wishing to participate 
in large-scale development projects in 
Iran. 

The company, an importing and ex- 
porting organization, reportedly is in a 
position to arrange long-term credits 
which will be guaranteed by the Bank 
of Agriculture of Iran. Assistance also 
is offered to U. S. firms seeking to im- 
port engineering equipment into Iran 
or undertaking industrial, communica- 
tion, or municipal contracts as well as 
projects in which direct capital invest- 
ment is required. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with S. Rashidian, chairman of 
Iran National Trading Co., Next to 
Iran-Gharb Building, Ave, Shah-Reza, 
Tehran. 

Industrial development plans of the 
Iranian Government were announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 15, 
1957, page 13. 





China’s 1957 rapeseed harvest has 
been tentatively estimated at 1.1 mil- 
lion short tons, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 
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City in England Offers 
Industrial Facilities 


U. S. companies contemplating 
the establishment of manufactur- 
ing operations in the United 
Kingdom are invited by A. Twee- 
dale, Mayor of Oldham, to investi- 
gate the facilities offered by Old- 
ham, Lancashire. 

The city, once noted for its 
cotton industry, since the war has 
gained in importance as an en- 
gineering center, according to the 
Mayor, with companies manufac- 
turing cranes and hoists, wood- 
working machinery, and light- 
engineering products such as 
magnetos, radio components, and 
electric meters. 

Oldham reportedly has excel- 
lent rail and highway connections 
with Manchester—some 6% miles 
to the northeast—and the other 
industrial centers of England. 

Inquiries should be directed to 
the Mayor of Oldham, Town Hall, 
Oldham, Lancashire, England. 











Plants for... 
(Continued from page 11) 


complete plant including all . ancillary 
equipment at site; carrying out test and 
acceptance trials ready for plants im- 
mediate use; supply of all labor and ma- 
terials for the complete work. 


Design, manufacture, erection, and in- 
stallation of an appropriate building to 
house the plant incorporating a small 
one-room office (optional); design and 
installation of all necessary excava- 
tions, footings, piles, and foundation 
work for treatment plant and building 


Bids invited until September 16 by 
the New Zealand Forest Service, P. O. 
Box 1023, Wellington. 


Preference will be given the tenderer 
who offers a quotation for the entire 
works of this specification. Preference 
also will be given those tenderers who 
provide for the maximum &mount of 
equipment—treating cylinder, storage 
tanks, etc.—to be supplied through sub- 
contractors, or otherwise within New 
Zealand. Fabrication and installation to 
be to tenderer’s design and instructions. 


Annual total throughput capacity of 
plant shall be 150,000 cubic feet over a 
period of 180 working days on a one- 
shift basis. Preservative to be used 
shall be 5 percent solution of penta- 
chlorophenol in petroleum oil. A deposit 
of $280 is required with tender. 


Compressors, 1 only, alternatively 7, 
14, 210 cubic feet per minute, diesel 
driven, portable; bids invited until July 
31 by the Stores Manager, Ministry of 
Works, P.O. Box 8024, Wellington, 


Canadian Mining City 
Invites New Industry 


The Office of the Industrial Commis- 
sioner, City of Thetford Mines, Quebec, 
is inviting manufacturers to locate in 
the city’s new industrial district. 


Thetford Mines is considered the 
center of Canada’s asbestos producing 
area. After 60 years of mining the city 
now plans to become an industrial com- 
munity as well. 


To attract new industries Thetford 
Mines has been granted special author- 
ity by the Quebec Legislature to make 
loans to new industries to help finance 
the cost of land and buildings, float 
city bonds to cover loans for periods of 
10, 15, and 20 years, and undertake the 
construction of factory buildings, for 
sale to industries at cost on 10, 15, and 
20 year terms. 

An economic and industrial survey of 
Thetford Mines, describing in some de- 
tail the shipping, rail, electrical, and 
water facilities and the proximity of 
Thetford Mines to marketing areas in 
Canada and the United States, is avail- 
able for review on loan from the In- 
vestment Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with the Office of the In- 
dustrial Commissioner for the City of 
Thetford Mines, Room 230, 1980 Sher- 
brooke Street, W., Montreal, Quebec. 


S. African Clothier 
Wants U. S. Licensor 


Dick King Ltd, “manufacturer of 
men’s underwear and women’s outer- 
wear, is interested in a franchise or a 
cooperative arrangement with a U. S. 
firm for the manufacture of American 
styled women’s sp6rt shirts, blouses, 
and sweaters and other types of knitted 
sportswear. 


The company reportedly is a well 
established organization manufacturing 
under the trade names: Dick King, 
Davis Cup Shirt, and Paulette. Its 
products are said to command a good 
position in the South African market. 

A. Bentley, managing director of the 
firm, is planning to visit the United 
States the latter part of August for 
consultation with U. S. clothing firms 
interested in a possible licensing ar- 
rangement in South Africa. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with Mr. Bentley, P. O. Box 
7089, 95-97 Albert Street, Johannes- 
burg. 








Mexico’s direct exports of cotton in 
August-April 1956-57 were 1,103,000 
bales, about 38 percent below exports 
of 1,787,000 bales a year earlier, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 


















Weekly 


The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business connec- 
tions in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
meree, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Advertising Signs 


Germany 

Erwin Braun (manufacturer of metal 
dials, advertising signs; exporter), 31 
Staufenstrasse, Schwenningen a, Neck- 
ar, wishes to export direct or through 
agent metal advertising signs for dis- 
play windows, 5,000-6,000 signs avail- 
able monthly. 


Alcoholic Beverages 


France 

Etablissements Pere Anselme (pro- 
ducer, exporter), Chateauneuf-du-Pape, 
Vaucluse, wishes to export. direct 
throughout the United States, except 
New York, California, and Texas where 
already represented, the following 
wines: Cotes-du-Rhone, Tavel, Hermi- 
tage, Cote Rotie, and Chateauneuf-du- 
Pape. 

Paul Boulard (commission merchant, 
import and export agent handling 
household hardware and utensils, tex- 
tiles, wines and brandies, etc.), 48 
Quai des Chartrons, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export large quantities good- 
quality wine vinegar in casks; and 
Muscadet, an excellent French dry wine 
produced in central France. 

J. Nougarede-Bermond (bottler, ex- 
port merchant), 10 Rue du Cirque Ro- 
maine, Nimes (Gard), wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quantities 
of quality controlled wines, such as 
Cotes-du-Rhone, Tavel, and Chateaun- 
euf-du-Pape; wines of superior quality, 
such as Cotes de Provence and Cos- 
tieres, and good ordinary wines under 
their own labels, or other labels as de- 
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sired, such as diamant rouge, chate- 
vigne, rougevigne,. etc. 

Artificial Flowers 

France . 

Fiora-Lux Co. (manufacturer of arti- 
ficial flowers, baskets, and leis), Mont- 
bard (Cote d'Or), wishes to appoint reg- 
ional agents in the United States for the 
distribution of artificial flowers, electri- 
cally illuminated flower baskets, gar- 
lands and bouquets, and Hawaiian leis. 


Bakery Equipment 
Htaly 

Geom. F. Monziani & L. Locatelli 
(manufacturer, exporter of bread and 
pastry steam ovens), Via Castello, 
Landriano (Pavia), wishes to export 40 
units annually of bread and pastry 
steam ovens. Illustrated booklet and 
pricelist available. 


Beauty Supplies 


Germany 

Ernst Kuester Kolibri-Werk (manu- 
facturer, exporter of combs and hair 
fineries from celluloid and plastics), 30 
Krumme _ . Weide, Schoetmar/Lippe, 
wishes to export hair fineries, combs, 
and technical articles of celluloid and 
plastics, Booklet in German available.* 


Ceramics 


Italy 

Ceramica Jenter (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter of aftistic ceramic 
and earthenware), 42° Via De Amicis, 
Milan, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 1,000 units monthly of 
artistic ceramics, including figurines, 
table lamps, vases, candlesticks, boxes, 
etc. Catalog of photographs, and price- 
list available.* 


Christmas Tree Ornaments 


Mario Rebasti (manufacturer, whole- 
saler of electric Christmas ornaments), 
14 Via Giusti, Sesto S. Giovanni, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
20,000 units annually of electric Christ- 
mas tree decorations. Pricelist in Italian 
and set of samples available.* 


Clocks 
Netherlands 


Alb. Gaemers “Huize de Klock” (im- 
porter, retailer of antiques; manufac- 
turer of Dutch reproduction clocks), 
45 Westeinde Voorburg, wishes to ex- 
port direct to U. S. importer purchasing 
on an own account basis 100 units 
quarterly of high-quality Dutch repro- 
duction clocks (handwork reproduced 
from old Dutch style). Pamphlet and 
photographs available.* 

Clothing 
Htaly 

Napoleone & Stanislao Erba (manu- 
facturer, exporter of knitwear, hats), 
21 Corso Milano, Monza, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent 650 dozens 
monthly of knitwear and jersey shirts. 
Sample swatches available. 


-chant), 
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Belgian Heating Concern 
Seeks Licensor 


Etablissements Henri Horn 
S.P.R.L., Belgian company estab- 
lished in 1938 for the manufae- 
ture of gas radiators and coal 
heating stoves, exporter and im- 
porter of coal heating stoves, gas 
radiators, and kitchen stoves, is 
interested in manufacturing under 
license from a U. §. firm a line 
of valves including industrial 
gate and flood valves, cast-iron 
strainers, automatic stopcocks 
and sanitary bibcocks, couplings 
and fittings, accessories for san- 
itary equipment, water condition- 
ers for dairies, irrigation systems, 
and well pumps. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond, in English or French, 
with Henri Horn, managing di- 
rector, 82 Avenue du Port, Brus- 
sels, Belgium. 











Cosmetics” 
Switzerland 


W. E. Stauffer (commission merchant, 
sales agent), 10 Kistlerweg, Bern, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
high-quality cosmetics, and also is in- 
terested in locating an American firm 
ready to manufacture these beauty pro- 
ducts under license. 


Curios 
Union of South Africa 

Atlanta Wholesalers & Distributors 
(Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer), 120 Ker 
St., P.O. Box 11565, Johannesburg, 
wishes to export novelties made by 
African natives, including plastic vases 
in pink, blue, yellow, green, white, and 
black, set in curled untarnishable white 
or black bases; also wall plaques featur- 
ing crossed assagais under imitation 
leopard skin bearing a Native head in 
gold and black. 

L. E. W. Lichtenstein (exporter), P.O. 
Box 404, Benoni, Transvaal, wishes to 
export to gift shops native curios for 
home decoration, including wood carv- 
ings, lamp shades, basket work, etc. 
Cutlery 
Germany 

Erich Korten (exporter of cutlery), 42 
Suedstrasse, Solingen-Ohligs, wishes to 
export direct nonelectric dry shaver 
Liliput, and frozen food knives of finest 


stainless steel. Illustrated leaflets avail- 
able.* 


Electric Appliances 


Italy 


S.M.E.I di Solza & Co. (export mer- 
Viale Coni Zugna 4, Milan, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
home steam coffee making machine, 
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Espresso. Descriptive leaflet with price- 
list available.* 


Foodstuffs 
France 

Conserveries Francaises (manufac- 
turer of canned tomato paste and vege- 
tables), Le Pontet (Vaucluse), wishes 
to export direct 50 to 100 tons of can- 
ned spinach, artichokes, and tomato 
paste, 


Italy 


Carlo Castelli & Figli, s.p.a. (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter of 
cheese), Gemonio (Varese), wishes to 
export direct or through agent cheese, 
including Castelgrana, Parmigiano-Reg- 
giano, Formaggio Grana, Provolone, and 
Gorggongola “Marca Oro.” Pricelist 
available.* 

Industria Marmellate e Affini, Gori 
G. & C. (manufacturer of jam, preserv- 
ed food, and brined peppers), 24 via 
Bonellina, Pistoia, wishes to export 
direct or through agent brined peppers 
and vinegar peppers. 


Pakistan 


Pakistan Stores (import, export, and 
wholesale merchant), Feringhee Bazar 
Road, Chittagong, East Pakistan, wishes 
to export direct or through agent 50 
tons monthly of first-grade frozen sea- 
food, including lobsters (crayfish) 25/30 
count a pound, and shrimp (prawns 
12/15 count a pound. 


Forest Products 


Union of South Africa 


Raymond Plywood (Pty.), Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer, retailer, exporter),‘38 Durban 
St.. P.O. Box 4601, Johannesburg, 
wishes to export direct or through sell- 
ing agent high-grade veneer and lami- 
nated mahogany and walnut plywood. 


a BFC handbook 
for investors and traders 


investment in 


Hair 


France 

Henri Sourisseau (processor, whole- 
saler, exporter), La Verrie, Vendee, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent very good quality Angora rabbit 
hair, raw. 


Handicrafts 


India 

British Commonwealth Sports Co. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
PO. Box No. 1256, Delhi 7, wishes to 
export direct or through agent India 
handicrafts and sporting goods, includ- 
ing brassware, cutlery, household goods, 
carpets, hosiery items, shoes, and hand- 
loom textiles. 


Hardware 
Germany 

Asbeck & Nelling (manufacturer), 
Ennepetal-Altenvoerde, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agents, in New 
York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, St. 
Louis, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Seattle, 1,500 to 
2,000 monthly of various sizes of 
hydraulic door closers. Descriptive leaf- 
let available.* 

W. Wagner (manufacturer), Koeb- 
binghauser Hammer, Plettenberg/ 
Westf., wishes to export direct or 
through agent wire rope clamps, dead 
eyes for hemp and wire ropes, shackles, 
tension hooks,*turn screws, ring nuts, 
and eye hooks. Pricelist in German 
available.* 


Industrial Equipment 
Belgium 
Etablissements L. Holoye (manufac- 


turer, exporter of Flex-Hol flexible 
coupling for engine shafts), 3 rue 


Lamarck, Liege, wishes to export Flex- 
Hol coupling for engine shafts, Firm 





the PHILIPPINES 


covering the investment climate In the Philippines . . . fields of 
investment ... agriculture ... forestry and fishing ... mining 
+ « « manufacturing and power ... transportation and communi- 
cations ... labor... finance... foreign trade . . . taxation 


. «+ business laws 


Sold by U. $. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S, Government Printing Office, Wash- 


ington 25, D. C. 
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states this flexible coupling avoids 
thrusts, yet permits a slight eccentrici- 
ty of the shafts, a slight faulty dressing 
line, a slight displacemént of the shafts, 
and a maximum angular displacement of 
both coupling sleeves. Descriptive pam- 
phlet in French available.* 


Germany 


Massey-Harris-Ferguson GmbH—Abt. 
Rollenketten (commission merchant, ex- 
porter handling roller chains), Koeln- 
Westhoven, wishes to export direct or 
through agent roller chains in simplex 
duplex, and triplex execution. Ilustrat- 
ed booklet available.* 


Eisenwerk Michael Schmitz (manu- 
facturer of tamping rollers, and flat 
rollers of all kinds), 26 Bahnstrasse, 
Mechernich/Eifel, wishes to export 
direct or through agents tamping and 
flat rollers of all kinds. Illustrated book- 
lets with price information available.* 


Jewelry and Silverware 
Italy 


Argenteria Finzi, s.r.]. (manufacturer 
of artistic porcelain, silverware, and 
jewelry, retailer, exporter, wholesaler), 
17 Via Manzoni, Milan, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent 50 million 
lire worth annually of artistic silver- 
ware and jewelry. 


Thailand 


Kwang An _ Limited Partnership 
(Kwang An Co.) (manufacturer, retail- 
er, exporter of nielloware, bronzeware, 
tableware, and jewelry), 77/1 Ban Moh 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to export direct 
first quality jewelry. 


. Lamp Bases 


Denmark 


Gerner Christensen (export merch- 
ant), 8 Dr. Margethesvej, Aarhus, 
wishes to export to import agents in 
all parts of the United States first- 
class lamp bases of enameled alumi- 
num, 


Machinery 
Sweden 


Duhs & Gullberg (manufacturers’ rep- 
resentative), Strandvagen 84, Stock- 
holm, wishes to export electricaly re- 
cording- automatic high-speed gaging 
machines for taking multiple high- 
accuracy measurements on serial work 
pieces together with simultaneous regi- 
stration of measurements and sorting of 
pieces. May be used for machine parts 
of various sizes and forms where a num- 
ber of widely varying dimensions must 
be verified, such as in the manufacture 
of artillery shell. casings. Photograph 
and description available.* 


Switzerland 


Francis de Reynier & Cie (commis- 
sion merchant, exporter), 19 Trois- 
Portes Neuchatel, wishes to export 
direct and seeks agents for high-quali- 
ty magnetophones, knitting and sew- 
ing machines, machines for homogeniz- 
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ing liquids, cranes, and stonecutting 
machines. 


Machine Tools 
Germany 


Lothar Kretz (exporter, wholesaler), 
2 Rechbergstrasse, Ditzingen bei Stutt- 
gart, wishes to export direct or through 
agent special tools for lathes, and for 
milling and planing machines, 200 tools 
of each. Included are quick change 
tool holders for lathes and planing 
machines, accessories for milling ma- 
chines. Set of leaflets with price in- 
formation available.* 


Metal Products 
England 

John H. Boaler, Ltd. (export, import, 
wholesaler, and buying merchant), 195 


Icknield St., Birmingham 18, wishes to 
export direct 1,000 tons monthly of 


first-quality heavy bright rolled flats, . 


flatwire, precision flats, and cold rolled 
strip. 


Germany 


W. Wagner (manufacturer), Koeb- 
binghauser Hammer, Plettenberg/ 
Westf., wishes to export direct or 
through agent drop forgings. Leaflets 
with price information available.* 


Musical Instruments 
Netherlands 


Orgelbouw Frieborgh N. V. (manu- 
facturer, exporter of all kinds of elec- 
tric and  nonelectric organs), 30 
Eikstraat, Hengelo, wishes to export 
direct to importers in the State of 
Michigan high-grade electric and non- 
electric organs for churches, auditor- 
iums, residences, funeral homes, etc.; 
also miniature street organs. Leatiets 
with price information, and photograph 
available.* 


Novelties 
Union of South Africa 
Nyl-O-Wash Corp. (Pty.), Ltd. 


(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
P. O. Box 3584, Johannesburg, wishes 
to export Nylona washing and drying 
device — gadget for washing and dry- 
ing nylon stockings in 30 seconds. Firm 
seeks manufacturer in United States for 
this item. Leaflet available.* 


Pharmaceuticals 


Eritrea 

Francesco Fiumara (manufacturer), 
25 Via Ischia, P. O. Box 807, Asmara, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent 680 grams (24 oz.) pure dried 
snake poison. Price information for 
various types of poison available.* 


Union of South Africa 

Pillay Brothers (Pty.), Ltd. (manu- 
facturer, export merchant), 55 Durban 
Road, Port Elizabeth, wishes to export 
60 metric tons annually of dried aloes, 
the sap of the aloe plant purified and 
processed and used extensively in the 
pharmaceutical trade; and 25 metric 
tons annually of prime quality aloe ash, 
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South-West African Oil 
Capital Wanted 


Financial participation is 
sought by Dennis J. Harries, a 
chartered accountant of Walvis 
Bay, South-West Africa, for the 
exploitation of a concession to 
prospect for oil. 

The concession, recently granted 
by the South-West African Gov- 
ernment, lies atong the South- 
West African coast between par- 
allels 22° 30’ and 23° 30’, South. 

Under the terms of the agree- 
ment prospecting must start with- 
in 6 months, and costs for a 12- 
month period must average be- 
tween US$112,000 and US$140,000. 

U. S.~companies interested in 
this project are invited to cor- 
respond with Mr. Harries, P. O, 
Box 28, Walvis Bay, South-West 
Africa. 














which ‘is made the aloe leaf and used 
in certain high-class snuff. 


Plastic Products 
Italy 


Atlantis Co. di Italo Vigoni (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter of house- 
hold appliances made of plastic), 8 Via 
Malpighi, Milan, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent plastic household 
appliances, 4 million lire worth monthly. 


Union of South Africa 

Eureka Rubber Co. (North), Ltd. 
(manufacturer), Webber St. Selby, 
P. O. Box 475, Johannesburg, wishes to 
export plastic work clothing to whole- 
salers in the United States who cater 
to mines and industrial companies; and 
also wishes to export plastic hot water 
bottles and moulded rubber industrial 
products. 

Plastex (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer of 
plastics), 10 End St., Johannesburg, 
wishes to export plastic squeeze and 
nursing bottles. Brochure available.* 


Playing Cards” 


British East Africa 

B. S. Mohindra & Co. (exporter), 
P. O. Box 1832, Nairobi, Kenya, wishes 
to export direct first-grade playing 
cards, 


Pottery 


Union of South Africa 

Majolica Pottery (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of pottery and artistic ceramics), 
40 Davies St., Doornfontein, Johannes- 
burg, wishes to export pottery to U. S. 
gift shop importers. 


Razors 
Italy 
F. I. A. M. A. (manufacturer, whole- 


saler, exporter), 31 Via S. Spirito, Par- 
ma, wishes to export direct or through 





WORLD TRADE LEADS 


agent fiand-operated mechanical razor. 
Leaflet in Italian available.* 


Shoes 
France 


Iribarren (Etablissements), (manu- 
facturers, wholesaler, exporter), Rue 
Berdot, Dax, Landes, wishes to export 
direct or through agent good-quality 
espadrilles Pyreneennes—canvas shoes 
with rope soles—for men, women, and 
children, for sports and street wear. 


Sporting Goods 
Australia 


C. A. V. Sales Co. Pty., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Sullivan St. 
Moorabbin, Victoria, wishes to export 
unlimited quantities of darts, chromium 
plated bodies and points, and fitted with 
long or short plastic flights, hardened 
and ground points. Illustrated leaflet 
and price list available.* 





France 


Maurice Gadioux (““L’Hamecon Ropi”) 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
Grande-Rue, Chef-Boutonne, Deux- 
Sevres, wishes to export direct to U. S. 
importers fishing tackle and imple- 
ments, principally fishing-hooks and 
L’Hamecon Ropi spoons. Descriptive and 
illustrated leaflets in French available.* 


Germany 


E. Grachten & Soehne G.m.bH. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Pivitsheide near 
Detmold, wishes to export direct 50,000 
monthly of badminton rackets. Illustrat- 
ed booklet with pricelist available.* 


Union of South Africa 


Plastex (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer of 
plastics), 10 End St. Johannesburg, 
wishes to export Nylon monofilament 
fishing lines, test strength 5 to 145 Ibs. 
Brochure available.* 


Steel Products 
Netherlands 


Optimum Engineering Holland (com- 
mission merchant), P. O. Box 425, 
Amsterdam, wishes to export direct 
4,000 metric tons—600 tons each di- 
mension—of steel sheets for the ship- 
building industry, and profile steel. 


Tableware 
Thailand 


Kwang An_ Limited Partnership 
(Kwang An Co.) (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 77/1 Ban Moh Road, Bangkok, 
wishes to export first-quality tableware, 
bronzeware, and nielloware. 


Watchmakers’ Supplies 
Germany 


Erwin Braun (manufacturer of metal 
dials, advertising signs; exporter), 31 
Staufenstrausse, Schwenningen a. Neck- 
ar, wishes to export direct or thrdugh 
agent 5,000-6,000 metal dials monthly 
made of brass and aluminum for wrist 
and pocket watches for men, as well as 
for alarm clocks and compasses. 
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EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals 


Ital 

Lati (manufacturer), Vedano Olona, 
Milan, wishes to purchase direct poly- 
styrene cellulose acetate, poyethylene, 
methacrylate, and scrap of same. 





Venetuela 

Serranosuc Sociedad Responsabilidad, 
Ltd. (importing distributor), 127 Socar- 
ras a Puente Yanes, Caracas, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
basic chemicals for use in laboratories 
and industry. 


Clothing 


British West Indies 

British and Foreign Manufacturers’ 
Representative (importer, manufactur- 
er’s agent, commission agent), 34 Pem- 
broke St., P. O. Box 473, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for garments. 


Germany 

Carl G. Bruening Kom. Ges, (im- 
porter), la Islandstrasse, Hueckeswagon 
Rhid., wishes to purchase direct large 
quantities of first-quality clothing for 
men, women, and boys. Firm also is 
interested in representing U. S: firms 
on a commission basis. 

Well Wirkerei, Auerswald & Goetze 
(manufacturer), 310 Aeussere Bayreu- 
ther Strasse, Nuremberg, wishes *to pur- 
chase direct nylon and other synthetic 
fiber lingerie. 


Fire Extinguisher Materials 
Norway 

Grove-Knutsen & Co. (Importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), 2 Stor- 
gaten, Oslo, wishes to purchase direct 
fire extinguishing materials. 


Jewelry 
British West Indies 

British and Foreign Manufacturers’ 
Representative (importer, manufactur- 
er’s agent, commission agent), 34 Pem- 
broke St., P. O. Box 473, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for costume jewelry. 


Hats and Hand Bags 
British West Indies 

W. Baltinester (importer, retailer, 51 
Frederick St., Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
wishes to purchase direct dressy, inex- 
pensive ladies’ hats and handbags. 


Lawn Mowers 
Belgium 

Etablissements Henry Van Looveren 
(importer; wholesaler), 29 rue Van 
Maerlant, Antwerp, wishes to purchase 
direct lawn mowers of different types. 


Machinery 
Union of South Africa 

Rhodesian Timber Holdings, Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler, retailer, manufac- 
turer, exporter), P. O. Box 5530, Johan- 
nesburg, wishes to purchase direct spe- 
cialized woodworking machinerry for 
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producing mosaic parquet blocks. The 
machine desired makes 4%"x%”"x5/16" 
blocks in one operation. 


Medical Supplies 
Thailand 

Bunyaratavej (importer, distributor, 
manufacturer), Ban Tanao Road, Bang- 
kok, wishes to purchase direct all types 
of medical supplies, patent medicines 
and drugs. 


Pharmaceuticals 
Netherlands 


Allochemie N.V. i.o. (importing distri- 
butor, manufacturer’s agent), 74 Park- 
weg, Ede, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for hormones, vitamins, 
and other scientific specialties. 


Saudi Arabia 

Arabian Engineering Co, (Areen) 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for pharmaceuticals, 


Plastic Products 


British West Indies 

British and Foreign Manufacturers’ 
Representative (importer, manufactur- 
er’s agent, commission agent), 34 Pem- 
broke St., P. O. Box 473, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for plastic products. 


Norway 

Bergens Knappefabrik A/S (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer of but- 
tons and buckles), 91 LOBErgveien, 
Bergen wishes to purchase direct poly- 
éster blanks for manufacture of but- 
tons. 


Regulators 
Japan 

Showa Sewing Machine Mfg. Co., 
Ltd., (manufacturer of free arm sew- 
ing machines, space heaters, and air 
conditioners), No. 201, Kuwana, Ku- 
wana City, Mie Prefecture, wishes to 
purchase direct attractive, good-quali- 
ty controls for gas (natural, propane, 
etc.) and oil space heaters. Firm is in- 
terested in purchasing 1,000 units an- 
nually of gas and oil controls for heat- 
ers of less than 100,000 B.T.U. (British 
Thermal Unit). Descriptive literature 
and pricelists desired as soon as pos- 
sible. 


Surgical Equipment 
Saudi Arabia 

Arabian Engineering Co. (Areen) 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 266, Jidda, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 


hospital surgical equipment. Catalogs 
and pricelists desired by firm. 


Technical Equipment 
Germany 

Truempler-Schrauben, Inhaber Kurt 
W. Truempler (manufacturer’s agent, 
importing distributor, 44 Marion- 
strasse, Hannover-Mitte, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for tech- 
nical novelties of all types suitable for 
European markets, 


Textiles 
British West Indies 


British and Foreign Manufacturers’ 
Representative (importer, manufactur- 





investment in 


Australia .......... $0.65 
Central America... 1.50 
Colombia ............ 65 
i —— 
India ........... a 
Indonesic. ........ acco Wane 
Japan  .............. 1.00 
Mexico . ............ . 1.25 
P Pakistan .. 1.00 
Paraguay ....:...... 65 
Philippines _....... n 1.00 
Rhodesia and 


Nyasaland ....... 1.75 
South Africa ....... .75 
csedeieanes oun Cone 
Venezuela ............ 1.25 





The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents . .. 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


a series of handbooks 
on investment ‘fields, 
economic conditions, 
agriculture, industry, 
taxation, finance, 
business methods, 


and trade 


in foreign countries 
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er’s agent, commission agent), 34 Pem- 
broke St., P. O. Box 473, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for rayon and cotton tex- 
tiles. 


Tools 
Norway 

Grove-Knutsen & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), 2 Stor- 


gaten, Oslo, wishes to purchase direct 
handtools, 


Toys 
British West Indies 


British and Foreign Manufacturers’ 
Repreesntative (importer, manufactur- 
er’s agent, commission agent), 34 Pem- 
broke St., P.O. Box 473, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for toys. 


Wax Compounds 
Canada 

Davies Irwin Ltd. (importer, manu- 
facturer’s agent, manufacturer), 121 
Bates Road, Outremont, Quebec, wishes 
to purchase direct wax compounds, 
water and rot proofing compounds, and 
flame proofiing compounds, 


Welding Equipment 
Norway 

Grove-Knutsen & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), 2 Stor- 


gaten, Oslo, wishes to purchase direct 
welding equipment, 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Electrical Appliances 


France 

Paul Boulard (commission merchant, 
import and export agent handling 
household hardware and utensils, tex- 
tiles, wines and brandies, etc.), 48 Quain 
des Chartrons, Bordeaux Gironde, wish- 
es to obtain agency or branch agency 
for Bordeaux and region for good- 
quality household electrical appliances 
and related articles. 


Union: of South Africa 

P. D. Newport, P. O. Box 11051, Jo- 
hannesburg, wishes to obtain agency 
for electric household appliances. 


Forest Products 


Union of South Africa 

V. Loxton (Proprietary), Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s representative), 123 Boston 
House, Strand St., P. O. Box 1470, Cape 
Town, seeks agency for timber, partic- 
ularly for beech flooring, red cedar 
shingles and Philippine mahogany. 





Hardware 


France 

Paul Boulard (commission merchant, 
import and export agent handling 
household hardware and utensils, tex- 
tiles, wines and brandies, etc.), 48 
Quain des Chartons, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to obtain agency or branch 
agency for Bordeaux and region for 
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Technical Assistance 
Wanted in Spain 


TECNATOM, S. A., of Madrid, 
a newly formed company engaged 
in the study, development, and 
application of nuclear energy in 
Spain, is interested in hearing 
from U. S. firms which can pro- 
vide technical-economic evalua- 
tions, for Spain, of different power 
reactor systems in order to de- 
termine those best suited to Span- 
ish needs. 

TECNATOM was created. by 
seven prominent Spanish ,com- 
panies in the electric power, ship- 
building, chemicals, mining, bank- 
ing, and metalworking fields. The 
firms have combined assets of ap- 
proximately $160 million. 

The company also has an inter- 
est in the introduction to Spanish 
industry of radioisotope and radi- 
ation processing applications and 
the processing of nuclear raw 
materials. Interested firms should 
communicate with the secretary 
of Tecnatom, S. A., Barquillo 1, 
Madrid, Spain. 











good-quality household hardware and 
related articles. 


Union of South Africa 

P. D. Newport, P. O. Box 11051, Jo- 
hannesburg, wishes to obtain agency 
for engineering machinery. 


Venezuela 


Oficina Technica Jaimes (importing 
distributor), Centro Profesional del 
Este, Caracas, wishes to obtain agency 
for earthmoving equipment and con- 
struction machinery. 


Metal Products 
Union of South Africa 


P. D. Newport, P. O. Box 11051, Jo- 
hannesburg, wishes to obtain agency for 
sheet metal work. 


Office Supplies 
Germany 


Hinrich Karp (wholesaler, manufac- 
turer’s agent), Billwaerder Neuer Deich 
114a, Hamburg 27, wishes to obtain 
agency for patented and unpatented 
novelties in office supplies and equip- 
ment including drawing instruments 
and related products. 


Photographic Equipment 
Union of South Africa 


R. Esper—Esper-Colour Photography 
Co. (photographic and color processing 
laboratories), 12a Stal Plein Bldg. 151 
Bree St., Cape Town, seeks agency for 
photographic equipment including 35- 
mm., 16-mm., and double 8 (film). Cine- 
matograph for color only. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Plastic Products 
Peru 


Joe Franco (manufacturer’s — agent, 
commission merchant), P. O. Box 761, 
Lima, seeks agency for plastic table 
covers, in assorfed colors. 


Plastic Scrap 
Belgium 

Sochimet—Societe Chimique et Met- 
allurgique S. A. (importer, exporter), 
9 rue des Plantes, Brussels, seeks agen- 
cy from U. S. plastic scrap firms. 


Steel Products 
Union of South Africa 


V. Loxton (Proprietary) Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s representative), 123 Boston 
House, P. O. Box 1470, Strand St., Cape 
Town, seeks agency for steel commodi- 
ties, particularly reinforcing rods, 
plates, and sections, 


Technical Information 
Venezuela 


Tecnicos Asociados, S.A. (consult- 
ants), Edificio Banco Union, Sabana 
Grande, Aptdo. del Este 4912, Caracas, 
seeks cooperation with U. S. companies 
in marketing research and industrial 
éngineering studies. 


Textiles 
Ceylon 


Raja & Peries, Ltd. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), P.O. 
Box 856, 91 Catham St., Fort, Colombo, 
seeks agency for rayon and nylon tex- 
tiles and cotton textiles and suitings. 


Union of South Africa 


Gordon Davis Agencies (manufactur- 
er’s representative), Barbican Bldgs., 
President St., Johannesburg, seeks 
agency for textiles including dress ma- 
terials and piece goods in popular to 
medium-price lines for exclusive trade 
with better stores. 

Edward Feit & Co. (Pty.), Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s representative), 18 
Olga Bidgs., President St. Johannes- 
burg, seeks agency for textiles includ- 
ing dress fabrics with printed, novelty 
designs; printed cotton goods at about 
60c a yard (highly styled); rayon prints; 
jacquard fabrics, at 50c to $1.50 a 
yard; tie fabric; and knitted and 
woven novelty fabrics for men’s shirts. 
Mr. Feit plans to visit the United 
States in November. 

Max Gonski & Sons (manufacturer’s 
representative), Berbro House, 135/7 
Pritchard St., Johannesburg, seeks 
agency for textiles including plain cot- 
ton, drills, twills, rayon materials for 
cocktail dresses, yarns of all synthetic 
fibers, and cotton yarns not mercerized. 





Tools 
Union of South Africa 


V. Loxton (Pty.) Ltd. (manufactur- 
er’s representative), 123 Boston House, 
Strand St., Cape Town, seeks agency 
for small tools such as spanners. 
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Toys 
Union of South Africa 

B. J. Hermelin & Co, (Pty.), Ltd. 
(agent), 519 Pan Africa House, Troye 
St., P. O. Box 4074, Johannesburg, seeks 
agency on a commission basis for toys 
and wishes a license to manufacture 
metal toys. 


Veterinary Medicines 


Italy 


Provimi Italiana, s.p.a. (manufactur- 
er of foodstuffs), Arcisate, Varese, 
seeks agency for veterinary medicines 
especially for poultry and cattle, 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 

Mrs. Doreen G. Bond, representing 
Kent Town Motor & Body Works, Ltd. 
(manufacturer of coach bodies for 
buses, ambulances, hearses, etc.) and 
A. G. Bond’s Tours (bus touring serv- 
ice), Boskenna Ave., Kent Town, South 
Australia, is interested in obtaining 
technical information on coach, ambu- 
lance, and hearse manufacturing, de- 
sign and construction of motels, and 
operation of bus touring services. 

Scheduled to arrive August 10 via 
Buffalo for a T-week visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Australian Trade Commis- 
sioner, 636 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Washington, Ni- 
agara Falls, Chicago, Seattle, San 
Francisco, Portland, Salt Lake City, 
Las Vegas, and Los Angeles. 

G. E. Melocco, representing Certified 
Concrete Pty., Ltd., Booth St,, Annan- 
dale, is interested in ready-mixed con- 
crete, gravel and sand _ extraction 
plants and marble work. Was scheduled 
to arrive July 1 via Los Angeles for an 
8-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Statler Hotel, 930 
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif.; 
Palmer Hoyge, State and Monroe Sts., 
Chicago; or Times Square Hotel, Eighth 
Ave. and 43d St. New York, N.Y. 
Itinerary: Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Dallas, Chicago, Milwaukee, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, Washington, 
and Miami. 

Mrs. Mabel J. Western, representing 
Pier Hotel, Ltd., Glenelg, South Aus- 
tralia, is interested in obtaining tech- 
nical information on hotel layout, fur- 
nishings, and kitchen equipment, and 
hotel and motel management. Scheduled 
to arrive August 10 tia Buffalo for a 
T-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 636 Fifth Ave. New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Wash- 
ington, Niagara Falls, Chicago, Seattle, 
San Francisco, Portland, Salt Lake 
City, :Las Vegas, and Los Angeles. 


Brazil 

Alusio Abdalla, representing Indus- 
tria e Comercio Aro S.A., Rua Padre 
Raposo 1015, Sao Paulo, is interested in 
purchasing machinery for manufactur- 
ing bottle caps and seeks technical in- 
formation regarding operation of ma- 
chinery and production of bottle caps. 
Was scheduled to arrive July 25 via 
New York for a month’s visit. U. S. 
address unknown. Itinerary: New York, 
Brooklyn, and Chicago. 


England : 


G. H. Moule, representing Metropoli- 
tan-Vickers Electrical Co., ‘Ltd., Traf- 
ford Park, Manchester 17, is interested 
in contacting appropriate persons -or 
organizations for advice regarding field 
service and life of commodities such as 
tubular sheet-radiant boiling plates in 
domestic use. Was scheduled to arrive 
July 17 via Chicago for a 3-week visit. 
U.S. address: 8030 N. Ridgeway Ave., 
Skokie, Ill. Itinerary: Chicago, Detroit, 
and New York. 


France 


Andre Samarine, sales promotion as- 
sistant in Bazar de lHotel de Ville, 
Paris, 5 Square Desaix, Pairs, is inter- 
ested in obtaining technical information 
about sales promotion and research in 
department stores, shopping centers, 
supermarkets, and distribution. 

Schedule to arrive August 6 via Bos- 
ton for a 6-week visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Mr. M. Yardney, Yardney International 
Corp., 40 Leonard St., New York 13, 
N. Y. Itinerary: Boston, Buffalo, De- 
troit, Chicago, Washington, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, and New York. 


Germany 


Aloys Ferdinand Gangkofner, repre- 
senting Peill & Putzler, Glashuetten- 
werke GmbH (manufacturer, exporter), 
4 Glashuettenstrasse, Dueren, is interest- 
ed in studying the needs of American 
lighting fixture manufacturers for bet- 
ter adaptation of German lighting fix- 
ture parts for export. Was scheduled 
to arrive July 17 via New York for a 
3-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Light- 
olier, Inc., Jersey City, N. J. Itinerary: 
Jersey City. 


New Zealand 


Lawton Spencer Dyer, representing 
South Island Packing Co., Ltd. and 
Mainland Products, Ltd, Bond St., 
Dunedin, igs interested in packaging of 
foodstuffs, particularly cheddar cheese, 
agencies for automotive parts, and 
technical information on food packaging 
machinery and processes. 


Scheduled to arrive August 18 via 
New York for a 3-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Wentworth Hotel, 59 W. 
46th St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Buffalo, Detroit, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Los 
Angeles. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the fol- 
lowing new trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from ye of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are replaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 


Air - Conditioning and Refrigeration 


Equipment Importers and Dealers—Iin- 
donesia. June 1957. 


American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
Affiliates—Thailand. June 1957. 


American Firms, Subsidiaries, and 
Affiliates — Dominican Republic. June 
1957. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers — Iraq. June 
1957. 

Bag and Bagging Importers and 
Dealers—Indonesia. June 1957. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Greece. June 1957. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers — 
Thailand. June 1957 . 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Manu- 
facturers and Exporters — Spain. May 
1957. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Brazil. June 1957. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Honduras. June 
1957. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Dominican Republic. June 1957. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers — 
Iran. June 1957, 

Instrument, Professional, and Scien- 
tific Importers and Dealers—Indonesia. 
June 1957. 

Instrument, Professional, and “Scienti- 
fic Importers and Dealers—Iraq. June 
1957. 

Instrument, Professional, and Scientif- 
ic Importers and Dealers—lIsrael. June 
1957. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Jamaica. ‘June 1957. 

Naval Store Importers, Dealers, Pro- 
ducers, and. Exporters—Dominican Re- 
public. June 1957. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Switzerland. June 1957. 

Petroleum Industry — Switzerland, 
June 1957, . 

Plastic Material Manufacturers, Mold- 
ers, Laminators, and Fabricators — 
Federal Republic of Germany and West 
Berlin. June 1957, 





Sweden’s imports of U. 8. cotton 
amounted to 73,000 bales (500. pounds 
gross) during August-March of the 
1956-57 season, more than 3 times the 
imports of 21,000 bales in the like ,pe- 
riod in 1955-56, the Foreign Agricul- 
tural Service reports. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Half Million Attend 
S. African Rand Show 


The Rand Easter Show, a combined 
agricultural-industrial fair held annual- 
jy at Johannesburg, South Africa, at- 
tracted a total attendance of 549,008 
during its April 11-22 term. The figure, 
however, is somewhat under the record 
of 558,201 established in 1955. 

As in previous years, this 46th show 
of the series was sponsored by the Wit- 
watersrand Agricultural Society and 
was staged at the fairgrounds about 3 
miles outside Johannesburg. 

The exhibition area comprises some 
100 acres, about 15 acres of which are 
covered. The fair originally was an ag- 
ricultural event, but over the past 15 
years it has accompanied the industrial 
growth of the Union of South Africa. 
Although now recognized as an impor- 


_ tant industrial fair, it still retains its 


fundamental character of being the Un- 
ion’s greatest agricultural show. 

Some 380 commercial exhibitors par- 
ticipated in the industrial section of the 
fair, displaying a wide range of agri- 
cultural machinery and equipment, 
building materials, electrical and house- 
hold goods, mining equipment, light and 
heavy industrial machinery, petroleum 
products, and miscellaneous consumer 
goods. U. S. products were exhibited by 
a number of local commercial firms. 
Farm machinery and _ earth-moving 
equipment were among the most con- 
spicuous American items on display. 

Austria, Czechoslovakia, the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Israel, 
Poland, and West Germany presented 
official exhibits at the show. 

Copies of the official Industries Cat- 
alog of the 1957 Rand Easter Show are 
available on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

The 47th Rand show is scheduled 
March 27-April 7, 1958. 


Baghdad Industrial and 
Farm Exhibit Staged Late 


The Baghdad Agricultural and Indus- 
trial Exhibition, originally scheduled 
for May 6-31, but postponed because 
of unseasonal rainy weather, was 
opened on June 1 by King Feisal at 
an impressive ceremony attended by 
prominent local and foreign dignitaries 
and merchants. 

The Baghdad Embassy reports that 
about 60,000 persons attended the exhi- 
bition during the first week and that 
130 Iraqui and foreign firms exhibited 
their products, which included all types 
of machinery, agricultural equipment, 
automobiles, farm and dairy products, 
and domestic animals. Great Britain, 
Italy, Jordan, nationalist China, and 
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the United States participated with 
national exhibits, and Pakistan was 
represented with a Semiofficial display. 

Plans to develop the exhibition into 
an international fair next year, to be 
staged annually, are being studied by 
responsible officials. 


Jewelers Market Set 
For New York City 


Additional space has been provided 
to meet the demand of new exhibitors 
at the 1957 Convention and Retail 
Jewelers Market, to be -held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, New York City, Aug- 
ust 11-15, according to the sponsors, 
American National Retail Jewelers As- 
sociation. ; 

More than $10 million worth of 
jewelry, watches, silverware, and other 
lines of merchandise sold by retail 
jewelry stores will be displayed. 

Representatives of the jewelry indus- 
try from all parts of the United States 
and many foreign countries are ex- 
pected to attend the show. This at- 
tendance reportedly will exceed the 
14,149 registration at the 1956 show, 
which included 82 persons from 20 for- 
eign countries. 

The 52d annual Convention program 
will include talks and discussions by 
leaders of business and the jewelry 
industry on subjects of timely interest 
and importance to retail jewelers. 

Additional details concerning the 52d 
annual Convention and Retail Jewelers 
Market may be directed to the Ameri- 
can National Retail Jewelers Associa- 
tion, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 
1 a 4 


Shop Window of the 
World at Houston 


The newest imported wares from the 
world’s commercial nations will be ex- 
hibited at the fourth annual Interna- 
tional Trade Fair to be held in Houston 
at the Shamrock Hilton Hotel, Septem- 
ber 14-22. “ 

Displays will feature merchandise 
ranging from automobiles to fine jew- 
elry; boats to printing presses; fine 
woods to coffee. 

Many thousands of visitors are ex- 
pected to attend this year’s trade fair 
to view an array of products of the 
world markets. The 1956 Houston Inter- 
national Trade Fair attracted approxi- 
mately 20,000 visitors, more than twice 
as many as in 1955. Visitors will partic- 
ipate in the distribution of numerous 
merchandise prizes valued at more than 
$5,000. 

Foreign displays at the International 
Trade Fair will be sponsored by the 
representatives of the governments in- 
volved. Commercial representatives of 








34 U. S. Firms Exhibit 
At Liege World Fair 


Products of 34 American concerns 
were among the 188 foreign exhibits 
presented by 16 nations at the ninth 
International Fair of Liege, held April 
27-May 13, the U. S. Embassy at 
Brussels reports. 

Scientific instruments, laboratory ap* 
paratus, electrical equipment, hardware 
and tools, optical goods, abrasives, and 
irrigation equipment were included in 
the American displays which, in each 
instance, were arranged in association 
with the Belgian representatives of 
U. S. suppliers. 

Almost exclusively an industrial show, 
with little emphasis given to consumer 
goods, the Liege fair was again organ- 
ized for display purposes into 20 indus- 
trial classifications which stressed 
mining, metallurgical, mechanical, and 
industrial electrical machinery and 
equipment. 

Visitor registrations were up 21 per- 
cent over the past year, the fair 
management reports, although no at- 
tendance figures were released. Repre- 
sentatives from 38 different countries 
reportedly were among the visitors 
attending the fair. 

Pointing to the increases in attend- 
ance and in foreign participation, the 
authorities consider the fair to have 
been a complete success. Business they 
state was transacted at an interesting 
level and participants were well satis- 
fied with the commercial activity of the 
fair. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
1957 Liege fair are available on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
ao, & C. 

The 10th International Fair of Liege 
will be held April 26-May 11, 1958, 
despite the staging of the 1958 Brussels 
Universal and International Exhibition. 


Netherlands Has .. . 
(Continued from page 4) 

ther, with the average index for the first 
4 months standing at 125 (1953=100), 
which is about 5 percent above the 
corresponding period of 1956. The index 
of average daily production for April 
was 7 percent higher than in 1956 — 
building materials, leather and rubber, 
paper and chemical industries show- 
ing the steepest gains. — VU. S. Em- 
bassy, The Hague. 








the exhibiting nations will be available 
to discuss their products. 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the World Trade Depart- 
ment, Houston Chamber of Commerce, 
Post Office Box 2371, Houston 2, Tex. 
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TRANSPORT AND UTILITIES 





Surcharge Assessed on 
Manila-Bound Cargo 


Definite dates have been set. by ship- 
ping conferences abroad for assessment 
of a surcharge on all Manila-bound 
cargo, according to the Manila press. 

The New York and San Francisco 
conferences reportedly will impose a $2- 
per-ton surcharge effective September 
19; the Tokyo conference, the same rate 
on August 24; and the London and 
Sydney conferences 15 and 18 shillings, 
respectively, at some unannounced date, 

Assessment of the surchage is the 
result of costly delays caused by serious 
port congestion, and since the new 
Philippine tariff code went into effect 
on July 1 the situation has become even 
worse.—U. S. Embassy, Manila. 


U.K. Railway, Waterway, 
Dock Rates To Be Raised 


Freight rates on British Railways will 
be increased on August 1 to a maximum 
of 10 percent, depending on class of 
goods involved, the British Transport 
Commission announced on July 1. The 
only exceptions are small consignments 
of up to 1 ton. 

Dock and inland waterways charges 
are also affected. 

An application for a 5-percent in- 
crease in these charges has been ap- 
proved by the Minister of Transport 
and Civil Aviation, and regulations are 
being prepared accordingly. 

The Transport Tribunal also is hold- 
ing hearings at the present time on pro- 
posed increases in passenger fares on 
British Railways, These new fares, how- 
ever, are not expected to come into 
force until the fall of 1957. 

The increase in railway rates is ex- 
pected to bring in an additional revenue 
of about £15 million a year on traffic 
which in 1956 produced about £285 
million—U. S. Embassy, London, 





Conference Efainntics 
Pre-Suez Surcharges 


A return to normalcy following full 
resumption of ship traffic through the 
Suez Canal has resulted in the elimina- 
tion of surcharges on freight rates by 
the Karmahom Conference, which 
maintains services between the West 
Coast of India/Pakistan and _ the 
United Kingdom/Continent. 

This conference is composed of 19 
member lines, including two American 
companies—the American Export Lines 
and the American President Lines. The 
Indian companies—the India Steam- 


ship Co., Ltd., and Scindia Steam Navi- 
gation Co., Ltd..—are also represented 
in this conference. The remainder of 
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the membership is made up of British, 
Danish, German, Italian, Swedish, and 
Belgian lines. 

Since the beginning of the Suez 
crisis, the Karmahom Liners Confer- 
ence increased its surcharge a _ total 
of 17% percent. The first reduction 
of 10 percent occurred on May 14, 1957. 
Another decrease of 5 percent took ef- 
fect on June 410, 1957, and shippers 
were notified on June 17, 1957, that the 
normal tariff freight rates would apply 
to all shipments from that date on 
without surcharge.—U. S. Consulate, 
Bombay. 


Two British Airlines 
Join Air Association 


Two additional British airlines— 
Eagle Airways, Ltd., and Skyways, Ltd. 
—have been admitted to active mem- 
bership in the International Air Trans- 
port Association (IATA). 

This brings the total membership of 
the association to 79 and increases its 
British airlines membership to 6— 
British European Airways (BEA) and 
British Overseas Airways Corporation 
(BOAC) and two other independents, 
Airwork, Ltd., and Hunting-Clan Air 
Transport, Ltd. 

Eagle Airways operates scheduled 
international services from London to 
Dinard and La Baule, France, and 
Saragossa, Spain, and to Luxembourg 
and Innsbruck; and from Manchester 
to Luxembourg and to Hamburg and 
Copenhagen. 

Skyways operates’ internationally 
from London to Paris via the airports 
at Lympne and Beauvais in conjunction 
with an autobus service.—IATA Press 
Release. 





Flight Equipment Ordered 
For Scandinavian Airline 


A contract for the delivery to Scan- 
dinavian Airlines System (SAS) by the 
French aircraft manufacturer, Sud Avi- 
ation, of six jet-powered Caravelles has 
been signed, according to the Stockholm 
press. It was reported that delivery 
would be made prior to November 1, 
1959, with the price set at approxi- 
mately 10 million crowns (1 crown= 
US$0.193) for each aircraft. 

SAS was further reported to have 
taken options on 19 additional aircraft 
of the same type for subsequent 
delivery. 

The new aircraft, each accommodat- 
ing 70 passengers, are expected grad- 
ually to replace the present DC-6’s and 
DC-6B’s on SAS’s European and Far 
Eastern routes. Cruising speeds in ex- 
cess of 500 miles per hour will enable 
the Caravelles to cut the flight time 
between Stockholm and Rome to 34% 
hours.—U. S. Embassy, Stockholm, 









Spanish Airline Buys 
British Aircraft 


Transportes Aereos y_ Enlaces 
(TAE) of Bilbao, Spain, has pur- 
chased three President type planes and 
has taken an option on two additional 
ones. The President, manufactured by 
Hunting Percival Ltd., Luton, Bedford- 
shire, F.ngland, has a capacity of 12 
passengers and costs about £60,000 
(£1=US$2.80), 

A TAE official plans to visit the Scot- 
tish Aviation Ltd., Prestwick Airport, 
Ayrshire, Scotland, from which enter- 
prise TAE has agreed to purchase three 
Twin Pioneer type planes, with an op- 
tion to buy two more. Also he will 
discuss in the Netherlands the acquisi- 
tion of two Fokker Friendship type 
planes for delivery in 1959. 

TAE plans to serve, principally from 
Madrid and on a more or less regular 
basis, “isolated” cities such as Cadiz, 
Pamplona, Seville, and Cordoba, which 
do not have airport facilities. Officials 
in these cities reportedly have agreed 
in principle to prepare municipal air- 
fields to handle the Twin Pioneer. 

In conjunction with the travel agency 
Viajes Marsans, TAE proposes to estab- 
lish fixed itineraries for the tourist 
trade and charter its planes for trips 
within Spain, as well as for over-wate: 
hops to Mallorca, North Africa, the 
Canary Islands, ete—U. S. Embassy 
Madrid. 





New Tourist Air Service 
Proposed for N. Atlantic 


A new term “T-34” has been added 
to the informal lexicon of airline jargon. 
Some airlines are using it to designate 
a new class of mass air transport which 
has been proposed to begin across the 
North Atlantic next April at rates 
substantially below those of the present 
tourist class. 

The “T” indicates that the proposed 
service will be tourist, and the “34” 
stands for the suggested allowable 
“pitch” in inches of the seats in this 
class. 

“Pitch” is the distance between the 
top of a seat and that of the seat in 
front of it when both are in a fully up- 
right position. In present tourist class, 
the pitch is generally about 38 inches: 
in the proposed new class, it will be 
4 inches less. 

An alternative term for the proposed 
new service is “thrift” class; but “T-34’ 
is now more popular because it can 
be used interchangeably in all 
languages.—_IATA Press Release, July 
2, 1957. 
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Nitte Shosen Line, is expected to have 
yeady for service in November the first 
of three 5,700-ton refrigerated motor- 
ships specially built for monthly service 
between Japan and New Zealand. 

The three vessels will replace others 
with less refrigerated space which will 
operate the service July-November. 

The line has operated regular cargo 
service between New Zealand and Ja- 
pan for the past 4% years, “but the 
ships have no refrigerated space.— 
U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 





The Peruvian Air Force has pur- 
chased four Curtiss-Wright C-46-F 
planes for use in domestic transport by 
Transportes Aereos Militares (TAM), 
an organization of the Peruvian Air 
Foree which had been operating seven 
DC-3's. 





Aerolineas Peruanas, S.A., a newly 
formed Peruvian airline, made its in- 
augural flight to Santiago, Chile, on 
June 3. It plans to make one round 
trip a week at thrift rates. A special 
representative of Deutsche Lufthansa 
announced in Lima that this company 
plans to establish jet plane service to 
Lima by 1960. 





Nippon Yusen Kaysha, a Japanese 
steamship line, has resumed scheduled 
passenger and cargo service to Callao, 
Peru, and the west coast of South 
America after a lapse of 16 years. 





The 18,000-ton SS, Atlantic will begin 
transatlantic passenger and cargo serv- 
ice between New York and Amsterdam 
via Zeebrugge in April 1958, the newly- 
formed American Banner Lines has an- 
nounced. 

Accommodation for 860 tourist-class 
and 40 first-class passengers will be pro- 
vided for a transit time of 7 days from 
New York to Amsterdam. Average tour- 
ist-class fare will be $390 round trip. 

The Atlantic is now being converted 
from a C-3 cargo-type vessel. The com- 
pany expects to have a second vessel 
in operation in 1960 and a third in 1962. 
—U. S. Consulate General, Amsterdam. 





Approximately 9 tankers of the $224 
million order for 26 giant tankers placed 
by the British Petroleum Tanker Co. 
will be produced on the upper and lower 
reaches of the Clyde. Six shipyards are 
sharing in this new order. 

Of the 26 giant tankers contracted, 
7 are so-called super tankers of 65,000- 
ton deadweight class. Three of these 
will be built in the Glasgow area at 
Clydebank and Govan.—vU. S. Consulate, 
Glasgow, 


July 29, 1957 





VUOREDLAAEDU ETTORE ERUPT 


TRANSPORT NOTES 
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The Chilean Airline, Compania Na- 
cional de Turismo Aereo (CINTA), has 
been given permission by the U. S. Civil 
Aeronautics Board to aniend its foreign 
air carrier permit by adding New York 
as a coterminal point with Miami and 
by including authorization to carry mail 
as well as persons and property. 

The carrier previously had authority 
to carry only persons and property and 
to serve only Miami in the United 
States. Intermediate points are Lima, 
Panama City, and Havana. 





Virgin Island Airways, Ine. has indi- 
cated its wish to operate a scheduled 
air service between San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, and Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, via 
St. Croix, St. Maarten, St. Kitts, An- 
tigua, Guadeloupe, Martinique, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent, and Grenada. 

Such an air service, which is proposed 
as a means of easing transportation 
difficulties in the area concerned, would 
require the approval of the appropriate 
governments.—U. S. Embassy, The 
Hague, 





Sabena (Belgian Air Lines) will pur- 
chase a fifth Boeing 707-320 Interconti- 
nental jet for delivery in 1960, accord- 
ing to press reports, The Carrier is re- 
ported to be studying the possibility of 
acquiring French twin jet Caravelles 
for its European network. 

An agreement reportedly has been 
reached hetween Sabena and a German 
company, Lufttransport Union, under 
which the latter will rent 36-passenger 
Viking aircraft to Sabena for charter 
purposes.—U. S. Embassy, Brussels. 


New Netherlands Shipyard 
To Build Large Tankers 


A new shipyard, N. V. Verolme Bok- 
en Scheepsbouw Mij., on the Island of 
Rozenburg in River Botlek was official- 
ly opened the last week in June. 


The new yard, covering over 220- 
acres, is said to be the first in Europe 
to be able to build the “Mammoth” oil 
tankers of over 100,000 tons. 

The yard will specialize in construc- 
tion of the new tankers, which can car- 
ry on one trip a 3-month supply of oil 
for a city like Amsterdam, according 
to shipyard spokesmen. 

The yard will have a slipway for ships 
of 50,000 tons, a construction dock for 
ships up to 85,000 tons, a dock for com- 
pletion of ships up to 120,000 tons, re- 
pair docks for ships of 85,000 and 120,- 
000 tons, and docks, both floating and 
fixed, for ships of smaller size—U. S. 
Consulate General, Rotterdam. 








TRANSPORT AND UTILITIES 


lran To Purchase 50 


Diesel Locomotives 


A $10-million credit to assist in finan- 
cing the purchase in the United States 
of 50 diesel electric locomotives by the 
Government of Iran has been author- 
ized, the Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced. 

This credit comes under a $53-million 


line of credit authorized to the Iranian 


Government in 1954 for economic de- 
velopment, usirg equipment and serv- 
ices acquired in the United States. 

A credit of $14 million under this 
line was authorized in 1955 for the 
purchase of 70 diesel electric locomo- 
tives and related equipment. A second 
credit of $5 million was authorized in 
1956 for development of a highway 
maintenance program. This credit of 
$10 million for 59 additional diesels and 
spare parts leaves a balance of $24 mil- 
lion available under the line. 

The Iranian State Railways is rap- 
idly developing. Two new lines have 
been opened this year and two other 
lines are under’ construction. The 
Iranian railways therefore have con- 
siderably more miles of track than in 
1955 when Eximbank extended its first 
credit for locomotives. 


Since 1952 freight and passenger 
traffic handled by the Iranian State 
Railways has increased substantially. 
Further increases are anticipated. 

The loan will be repayable in 14 
equal semiannual installments begin- 
ning in November 1960. 


Second Shipbuilding Yard 
To Be Established in India 


An advance team of shipyard experts 
from the United Kingdom has been 
making preliminary surveys in India 
for the establishment of a second ship- 
building yard. This team will be fol- 
lowed by another in September. 

The Government of India intends to 
build tankers and vessels above 10,000 
tons in the proposed yard. Vessels of 
this tonnage cannot be constructed at 
the Hindustan Shipyard at Visakhapat- 
nam, and at present this is the most 
urgent requirement of the Indian Goy- 
ernment. 

It is contemplated that the new ship- 
yard will have berths of 550 feet long, 
ene of which should have expansion 
possibilities up to 750 feet. Several sites 
for a possible location of the new ship- 
yard are being investigated, and there 
is a possibility that the yard will be 
set up on the west coast in Mysore 
State.—U. S. Consulate, Madras. 








U. S. cotton exports in August-May 
1956-57 were 6,923,000 bales, almost 4 
times export of 1,933,000 bales in com- 
parable months of 1955-56, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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“” Books 
ant Reports 


Cotton Year Book of the New York 
Cotton Exchange, 1956. New York. 
Published by the New York Cotton 
Exchange, 1957. 111 pp. 


The 26th in a series of annual re- 
ports, this issue contains cotton sta- 
tistics for the 1955-56 season together 
with comparable data. 

For purposes of ready reference, the 
book is divided into seven sections coy- 
ering world cotton production, move- 
ment, consumption, stocks, supply and 
distribution, price and loan data, and 
manufacturing. 

The report states that world commer- 
cial cotton production rose to a new 
peak of 37,883,000 bales in the 1955-56 
season, while world consumption also 
rose to a new high of 36,104,000 bales. 
The rise in consumption was due en- 
tirely to an increase of 2,156,000 bales 
in the world’s use of foreign cottons 
since consumption of American cotton 
showed a drop of 1,012,000 bales. 


European Integration. Edited by C. 
Grove Haines. Baltimore, Md. The 
Johns Hopkins Press, 1957. 310 pp. $5. 


This volume is a compilation of pa- 
pers presented at a conference on the 
status of European .integration held 
in Bologna, Italy, in May-June 1956 
under the sponsorship of the Bologna 
Center of the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. 

The purpose of the conference was 
not to develop a point of view, but 
rather to define the problems, condi- 
tions, and limitations of European in- 
tegration. Among the topics discussed in 
the 18 papers presented in the study 
are the historical background of the 
integration movement, the Coal and 
Steel Community, the effect of an inte- 
grated Europe on the Soviet orbit, the 
United States, Asia, the British Com- 
monwealth, and other parts of the free 
world, as well as economic and political 
aspects. : ‘ 

Contributing authors include leading 
scholars, statesmen, and _ journalists 
from the United States, England, 
France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and Lebanon. 


Foreign Trade Information on Instru- 
mentation in Sweden. Washington, 
D.C. U.S. Department of Commerce, 
April 1957. 12 pp. 10 cents. 

U. S. shipments to Sweden of scien- 
tific, laboratory, industrial, and process 
instruments has practically doubled 
since 1953, according to a recent bulle- 
tin prepared by the Business and De- 
fense Service Administration. 

Foreign trade is a vital factor in 
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Sweden’s economy, and _ fluctuations 
quickly reflected in the country’s gen- 
eral level of prosperity, the report 
states. Swedish imports, while cover- 
ing a wide range of commodities, con- 
sist mainly of raw materials and fuel 


necessary for the country’s agriculture 
and industry. 


In addition to a discussion on scien- 
tific, laboratory, industrial, and process 
instruments and equipment, the bulle- 
tin contains information on economic 
factors, foreign trade, scientific and in- 
dustrial research, foreign investment, 
the domestic instrument industry, im- 
port controls, and channels for distri- 
bution. Statistics on Sweden’s instru- 
ment imports by major suppliers, 1953- 
55, Sweden’s instrument exports to 
principal markets, 1953-55, and U. S., 
instrumentation exports to Sweden, 
1953-56, also are included. 


Port of Norfolk. Norfolk, Va., Norfolk 

Port Authority. 1957. 25 pp. Free. 

A new brochure on the services at 
the Port of Norfolk, this booklet con- 
tains a map of the port area showing 
highway and rail approaches and dia- 
grams of various terminal] facilities. 

Copies may be obtained by writing 
to the Norfolk Port Authority, Board 
of Trade Building, Norfolk 10, Va. 


Philippine Exchange .. . 
(Continued from page 2) 
reported earlier as failing to pass, also 

was approved by the Congress. 

The President recommended to the 
Central Bank’s Monetary Board that 
increased remittances be permitted on 
earnings of American films exhibited 
in the Philippines. His recommendation 
was based on the findings of the special 
committee which he set up on May 2 to 
study the problem. The committee rec- 
ommended that the level of remittances 
be raised from 18 percent rate to 34 
percent but set an absolute ceiling of 
$2 million a year and a floor of $1.8 
million. If the Monetary Board approves 
these rates proposed by the special com- 
mittee, it will remove one of the prin- 
cipal reasons advanced by the Motion 
Picture Association of America for con- 
sidering cutting off the supply of films 
to the Philippines. 

A slight rise in the production of the 
principal foodstuffs for domestic con- 
sumption is forecast in the crop produc- 
tion estimates of May 1 released by the 
Philippine Department of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources. The 1957 palay 
—rough rice—crop is expected to show 
a gain of 2.76 percent, compared with 1 
percent in 1956. Corn production, how- 
ever, is forecast as rising less than 1 
percent in 1956-57, as compared with a 
gain of roughly 10 percent in 1956 over 
1955. Production of root crops also is 
estimated as declining slightly against 
a gain of 5 percent in 1956. Good in- 


Italian Industrial . . . 


(Continued from page 4) 
trade deficit of $52 million with the 
United States the highest so far in 
1957. Increased imports from West 
Germany. and the seasonal decline in 
citrus fruit exports to that country 
also raised Italy’s trade deficit with 
Germany to a new high for 1957, 


Italy’s trade with the sterling area, 
France, and the Soviet bloc declined 
in both imports and exports, as com- 
pared with March, 


The decrease in exports was owing 
mainly to payments difficulties suffer- 
ed by thoSe countries. 


Preliminary data on Italy’s foreign 
trade in May indicates a continued in- 
crease in exports of machine tools, 
automobiles, office machines, and ball 
bearings and a high level of exports of 
artificial and synthetic fibers and steel 
products, especially plates for ship- 
building and pipes for the petroleum 
industry. Some steel exporters, how- 
ever, claimed to have suffered from 
increased Belgian competition in the 
field of rolling mill products. 


Although cotton-textile exports seem 
to have declined, wool-textile exports 
continue at a satisfactory level. Ex- 
ports of citrus fruits, especially 
oranges, declined further although total 
citrus exports for the whole season, 
beginning October 1956, were 21 per- 
cent higher by the month’s end than 
in May 1956. Exports of vegetables 
and noncitrus fruits rose slightly, as 
compared with March. 


Prices Stable 


Prices varied little in May, but 
the lowering trend slowed. The Milan 
wholesale-price index fell by only 0.15 
percent.. The supply of industrial raw 
materials was adequate and no price 
changes were made. 


The increased demand for grains, es- 
pecially wheat, corn, and rice and the 
growing concern over the unfavorable 
weather resulted in some price increases 
for those products. Fruit prices also were 
affected and remained high owing to 
the delayed crop. 


The supply of fresh vegetables was 
normal and prices remained stable. 
Agricultural products registering price 
decreases included vegetable oils and 
certain dairy products such as butter, 
skim milk, and some hard cheeses. 

Retail sales were static pnd it is be- 
lieved that inventories ‘ have been 
significantly increased. The unfavorable 
weather’ particularly affected the 
volume of sales of summer wearing 
apparel. — U. S. Embassy, Rome. 





creases are expected for coffee and 
cocoa but both crops are still of very 
minor importance——U, S. Embassy, 
Manila, 
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TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS 








New Zealand Increases 
Travel Allowances 


New Zealand has raised its dol- 
lar allowance for travel in the 
United States, the Reserve Bank 
announced on June 28. 

Allowances now in effect are £7, 
or US$19.60, a day for up to 20 
days, with an additional £3, or 
$8.40, a day for the first 5 days, 
but a maximum overall allowance 
of £150, or $420. 

The former allowance was £5 a 
day for 20 days. The revision fol- 
lows a similar action by the 
United Kingdom (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, June 17, 1957, p. 
33). 

The Bank’s statement also pre- 
saged a liberalization in allow- . 
ances for business travel. It was 
said that such allocations were al- 
ways made according to the mer- 
its of the case and not according 
to any hard-and-fast scale, but 
that New Zealand business travel 
rates always had béen comparable 
with those of Britain and were. 
now being revised to’maintain the 
relationship.—U. S. Embassy, 
Wellington. 











Swiss Production .. . 


(Continued from page 3) 

that for the corresponding period last 
year. This development has provided 
an outflow of gold and foreign currency 
assets—some 450 million francs in the 
January-April period—from Switzer- 
land, The substantial buying power of 
the population, owing principally to 
wage increases resulting from the labor 
shortage, stimulated a domestic demand 
which supported the inflationary trend. 

A certain shock reaction to the Na- 
tional Bank’s move was evident in the 
Stock Exchange. This reportedly was 
due partly to the new discount policy 
and partly to the tendency of potential 
investors to await higher interest rates 
in a tight market. Bonds and stocks 
of the most important Swiss companies 
were down within 1 month, some by 
substantial amounts. 


Generally, the losses in share prices 
did not reflect any observed change in 
company status, but rather some share- 
holders reportedly sold shares to obtain 
funds to purchase new bonds at 4-per- 
cent interést. It is difficult, however, 
to generalize, as a noticeable reserve 
was shown toward electric powerplant 
issues even at 4 percent, whereas other 
4-percent flotations, issued by mortgage 
banks and a department store, were 
oversubscribed.—U. S. Embassy, Bern. 
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Tourism in British East African 
Territories Under Development 


Tourism, an important potential source of income to the British 
East African Territories, is being increasingly developed. 

Uganda and Kenya have recognized the importance of tourism 
and have taken steps towards improving conditions which will attract 
tourists, however, the Tanganyika Government and the commercial 


community in this territory have done 
relatively little in that direction. 
Nevertheless, the subject is widely dis- 
cussed, particularly in connection with 
the future of the national parks system 
and game reserves and improving hotel 
accommodations. 


Promotion of tourism in East Africa 
is largely in the hands of the East 
African Tourist Travel Association 
(EATTA) with headquarters in Nairobi. 
This organization has branches in each 
of the three territories, in the United 
Kingdom, Southern Rhodesia, South 
Africa, and the United States. Total 
expenditures in 1956 of EATTA were 
£28,884, of which £5,280 was spent in 
the United States (£1=—US$2.80). 


While the Suez Canal crisis reduced 
the number of visitors to Tanganyika, 
this territory was not as seriously af- 
fected as Kenya because a larger pro- 
portion of visitors to Tanganyika 
usually travel by air. The total number 
of visitors to this territory in 1956 was 
9,501, including 2,684 persons in transit; 
this compares with a total of 7,925 in 
1955, or an overall increase of over 22 
percent. 

The most significant increases were 
registered by visitors from the Rho- 
desias and South Africa. 

About 232 American citizens visited 
Tanganyika during 1956, according to 
the Tourist Travel Association’s annual 
report. This figure is not large com- 
pared with the 3,442 Americans claimed 
by the Association to have visited all 
of East Africa during the year. 

The average expenditure for each 
person is £6 per day, equally divided 
among accommodations, transport, and 
personal expenditure, including souve- 
nirs, the EATTA estimates. The average 
stay of visitors in East Africa is stid 
to be 20 days, of which 4% days are 
spent in Tanganyika. Including the ex- 
penditures of in-transit air and sea 
passengers and air and sea crews, the As- 
sociation estimates that the total direct 
contribution by visitors to Tanganyika 
in 1956 was approximately £1.5 million. 

Additional facilities affecting tour- 
ism, which have been added in 1956, 
include three new deepwater berths in 
Dar es Salaam, An excellent hotel was 
opened in the town of Moshi at the 
foot of Kilimanjaro, The reduction in 
steamship fares to and from the United 
States has resulted in an increased 
number of round-trip visitors. East 





African Airways began to operate serv- 
ices outside Africa during the year. 

Unfortunately, one of the few hotels 
in Dar es Salaam closed down com- 
pletely. Government efforts to promote 
the construction of a first class air- 
conditioned hotel in this capital have 
thus far borne no fruit. Expansion of 
the national parks system has been 
postponed because of lack of funds, and 
the future of the Serengeti National 
Park, the territory’s only true game 
sanctuary, is still a matter of con- 
troversy. 

The Government's initial proposal on 
the redefinition of the Serengeti borders, 
taking into account needs of the Masai 
tribe, has met with substantial opposi- 
tion and is to be the subject of a com- 
mittee of injuiry expected to meet soon. 

The Serengeti Park attracted 50 per- 
cent more visitors in 1956 than in 1955; 
facilities there are being improved by 
opening a new road from the Ngoron- 
goro Lodge on the edge of the crater 
down to the floor. 





Congo Installs New 
Telephone Exchange 


Elisabethville has inaugurated a new 
2,000-line automatic telephone exchange, 
which now takes care of 2,000 sub- 
scribers. 

When additional work is completed, 
however, the exchange will serve 3,000 
subscribers. The new exchange is ex- 
pected to be adequate for normal needs 
until 1960; subscribers now number 
1,450, with 200 applications pending. 

The exchange operates on a 48-55 
voltage with three 18-cell wet batteries 
working on a 6-hour cycle in which one 
is charging, one is in reserve, and an- 
other is discharging, thus insuring 18- 
hour operation in event of power fail- 
ure. A 50-kv.-a, emergency generator 
set provides for continuous operation 
beyond this period. 

Automatique [Electrique d’Anvers 
(ATEA), an Antwerp affiliate of Auto- 
matic Electric of Chicago, installed the 
exchange in 6% months at a cost of 
$280,000. 

Expansion of telephone facilities and 
increase in traffic in the Congo has been 
phenominal. The number of calls of all 
kinds increased from 3144 million in 1939 
to over 19 million in 1955. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





U. K. Steel Producers 
Record Highest Output 


United Kingdom steel output reached . 


a recard high in May, exceeding for the 
first time an annual rate of 23 million 
tons. , 


This production topped the previous 
record of 22.47 million tons established 
in February, For the first 5 months of 
this year, steel output exceeded that of 
the like period of 1956 by 4 percent. 
In the same 5-month period, pig iron 
output was 5.9 percent ahead of the 
past year, and the industry’s blast fur- 
nace construction program moved ahead 
rapidly. 

The lag in domestic steel consumption 
which occurred in the last quarter of 
1956 persisted in the first quarter of 
this year. Consumption in the first 
quarter of 1957 was 2.6 percent below 
the corresponding period in 1956. As a 
result of lagging consumption and 
steadily increasing steel production, 
Britain was able-to reduce its imports 
of steel in the first 4 months of this 
year by 43 percent to £25.6 million, at 
the same time increasing its exports by 
23 percent to £72.1 million. 


Imports of iron and steel from the 
United States for the first 4 months of 
1957 were valued at only £3.7 million as 
compared with £12.6 for the correspond- 
ing period of 1956. 

Increased activity in the automobile 
industry is expected to increase demand 
for domestic steel, resulting in a reduc- 
tion in exports in the second quarter. 
Unless the increase in automobile 
production is unexpectedly heavy, im- 
ports of steel probably will not increase 
appreciably. 

._The British Iron and Steel Federa- 
tion announced that, following. discus- 
sions in Washington, the United King- 
dom’s steel industry had agreed to limit 
its imports of heavy melting scrap from 
the United States in 1957. This limita- 
tion would not affect British steel 
production, according to the Federa- 
tion’s announcement.—U, S, Embassy, 
London. 





Philippine Copra Exports 
Set New Monthly Record 


Philippine shipments of copra -estab- 
lished a new record for the month of 
May, according to the U. S, Embassy 
at Manila. 

Total exports of copra reached 84,- 
522 long tons in May, the highest for 
any month in 1957. From January to 
May of the current year, a total of 
388,847 long tons has moved to world 
markets, 6 percent more than that 
recorded for the comparable period of 
1956 and 37 percent more than in 1955. 
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Western Germany Largest European 
Producer of Motor Vehicles in '56 


West Germany became the largest European manufacturer and 
exporter of motor vehicles in 1956, surpassing the United Kingdom for 
the first time, according to the U. S. Consulate General at Frankfurt. 

The West German vehicles industry produced 1,075,619 units, a new 
postwar record, compared with 908,742 in 1955. The increase rate was 


substantially less, both in the domestic 
and foreign markets, but it was under- 
standable that the industry could not 
sustain the same high growth rate 
achieved in the 1954-55 period. 


Of the total number of units manu- 
factured in the past year, 484,598, or 
45.4 percent, were sold in foreign mar- 
kets. In 1955, foreign sales amounted 
to 403,963, or 44.5 percent of total pro- 
duction. While showing an increase of 
16.4 percent over 1955, domestic sales 
did not keep pace with foreign sales, 
which rose 20° percent compared with 
the preceding year. With the possible 
exception of the Volkswagen Werke, 
where delivery time apparently ran 
from 2 to 3 months, there were strong 
indications that a buyers market had 
developed. 


Imports Rise 42 Percent 


Sales to the United States in 1956 
amounted to 64,140 units, representing 
13.2 percent of total vehicle exports, 
compared with 39,903 units in 1955, or 
9.9 percent of total foreign sales. 

West Germany imported 29,483 ve- 
hicles in 1956 which, although a 41-per- 
cent increase over the preceding year, 
represented only 6 percent of total 
export sales. 

The industry was able to maintain 
price stability throughout the year. 


Most companies have absorbed shorter 


hours and increased wages which re- 
sulted under terms of the October 1956 
agreement with the West German 
Metals Union. Also, the cost of raw ma- 
terials during the period under review 





New Venezuelan Steel Plant 
Gets Further Investment 


An additional investment of $142 mil- 
lion to expand facilities of the Govern- 
ment steel plant now under construc- 
tion in Venezuela has been provided in 
a new contract signed by the Ministry 
of Fomento. 

Production capacity will be increased 
from 450,000 to 1.2 million metric tons 
and the total Government investment, 
including interest, to $342 million. In- 
stallation is expected to be completely 
paid for by fiscal year 1963-64 and pos- 
sibly before that time. 

The major part of the plant reported- 
ly will be completed and production of 
tubes started by March 1958. All units 
should be in operation by 1960. 





showed no increase over 1955. 

“Investment for additional plants and 
equipment continued at a good pace in 
the vehicle industry throughout the 
year. 

Although production and sales are 
not expected to maintain the same high 
increase rate of the past few years, in- 
dustry sources predict additional rises 
in 1957. Competition will be more se- 
vere in the domestic as well as in ex- 
port markets. Promotion of export sales 
will be further intensified in oversea 
markets. 

Prices this year are expected to show 
little increase, if any, over 1956. 

A detailed report on the West Ger- 
man Vehicles Industry for 1956 is con- 
tained in Foreign Service dispatch No. 
363, June 4, 1957, from Frankfurt, Ger- 
many. The report may be obtained on 
a loan basis from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


U. S. Textile Exports 
To Viet-Nam Increase 


Textiles of U. S. origin obtained a 
markedly higher proportion of Viet- 
Nam’s foreign exchange allocation for 
textile ;imports in the first quarter of 
1957. 

The share of the exchange allocation 
obtained by American textiles increased 
from 8 to 18 percent, compared with 
previous quarters. The increment was 
obtained at the expense of Japanese 
textiles which dropped from 83 to 46 
percent of the total. The United States 
increase did not keep pace, however, 
with the rise in the French share—from 
6 to 28 percent. 

Possibilities for an expansion of 
U. S. sales promotion efforts in Viet- 
Nam, are shown by value comparisons. 
Out of a total of 536 import licenses 
issued in the first quarter of 1957 and 
valued at $6.9 million, those issued in 
favor of American suppliers amounted 
to 105, or $1.2 million, while 159 li- 
censes, valued at $1.9 million, and 230 
licenses at $3.2 million, were issued, 
respectively, to France and Japan. The 
total potential is even greater than 
these figures indicate as revealed by 
textiles import into Viet-Nam which 
in 1955 amounted to $48 million and in 
1956, $42 million. 
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S. African Hide and Skin Output 
Expected To Decline This Year 


The hide and skin production trend in the Union of South Africa 
for 1957 suggests a decline on the basis of a belief that beef appears 
to be consumed more rapidly than it is produced, according to the Live- 
stock and Meat Industries Control Board. 

Commercial slaughter might decrease in this event with a conse- 


quent decline in hide production. 


Although continuing efforts are be- 
ing made to educate farmers on im- 
proving the quality of hides and skins, 
little noticeable improvement has been 
observed by local tanners who still com- 
plain of the relatively poor quality of 
South African hides, particularly when 
contrasted with North American hides. 

Hide and skin production in the past 
3 years has been about normal. The 
number of hides and skins produced in 
1954-56 is as follows: 


1954 1955 1956 

Cattle hides .... 2,151,573 2,131,684 2,463,492 
Calfskins 336,799 258,094 307,052 
Goatskins 2,058,971 1,866,660 1,678,684 
Woolled 

sheepskin .... 4,785,739 6,247,134 5,934,673 
Glover type 

sheepskins .. 1,537,268 1,380,517 1,131,094 


Total ........ 10,870,349 11,884,089 11,514,995 


Prices of hides rose steadily in the 
first 5 months of 1957, and by the end 
of May were approximately 25 per- 
cent higher than those prevailing at 
the beginning of the year. 


The upswing alarmed tanners and 
shoe manufacturers who submitted a 
new request that all duties be removed 
on imported hides. They claim that 
without duty better quality North 
American hides could be landed below 
prevailing cost of South African hides. 
On the other hand, hide and skin 
traders hold that world prices have 
been rising during this period and the 
rise in domestic hide prices reflects 
this trend. 


Factors Affecting Prices 


The following factors seem to have 
had some influence on South African 
prices: 

@ Oversea purchases of South African 
hides, reportedly heavier in this period, 
helped push up prices. Some of these 
have been attributed to the difficulty 
of certain Western European countries 
in meeting their requirements from the 
Middle East during the Suez crisis, with 
a consequent increase in South African 
purchases. 

® Being in the sterling area, the South 
African market ts more attractive than 
the North American market for dollar- 
short countries, even at somewhat 
higher prices. 

® Compulsory auctions of hides, and 
Government - supervised sorting and 


grading has raised marketing standards 

with a consequent effect on prices. 
The South African tanning industry 

has been caught in a bit of a squeeze 
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in recent- months. Higher hide prices 
have not been fully passed on to the 
footwear manufacturers who are will- 
ing to pay somewhat higher prices for 
better quality leathers from the United 
States and Canada than they pay for 
domestic types. Tanners, who have not 


yet succeeded in obtaining duty-free 
entry on better quality hides particu- 
larly from the United States and New 
Zealand, desire more tariff protection 
in imported sole leathers. Although 
such a move is being centemplated, 
those familiar with the industry think 
it unlikely that an approach will be 
made to the Government. for higher 
duties on leather in the near future. 
Nor do they expect that their request 
for the removal of duties on raw hides 
will be successful. 


Tanners Have Little Recourse 


Since farmers oppose any reduction 
in duties on imported raw hides and 
footwear manufacturers oppose any 
increase in duties on imported leathers, 
tanners have little chance of getting 
out of the squeeze until the local sup- 


ply situation improves or until the foot-- 


wear industry is fully able to absorb 
the higher hide costs and pass them on 
to the consumer. In the meantime, tan- 
ners are reducing their profit margins 
by absorbing part of the higher raw 
material costs, rather than cut produc- 
tion and risk more competition with 
imported leathers. 

The South African footwear industry 
had a record production year in 1956, 
when 21 million pairs of shoes of all 
types, valued at £21,915,000, or $61,- 
362,000, were produced. 


Shoe Production Up 


This industry continued its upward 
climb in production in 1956 at about 
the same pace over the past 10 years 
with an annual increase in volume of 
production of about 5 percent. In the 
first 4 months of 1957, the output 
volume was about 4 percent above that 
of the past year over the same period. 

The rate of increase, however, appears 
to be slowing down as sales declined 
recently. About 6 of the 82 fo6twear 
manufacturers are experiencing dif- 
ficulties and 2 of them, whose com- 
bined annual production is about 300,000 
pairs, are going out of business. 

The industry shows little optimism 
about expansion of the export market, 





Venezuela Leather Shoe 
Output, Use Reach Peak 


Leather footwear production § in 
Venezuela reached a record high in 
1956 and was estimated at 8 million 
pairs, exclusive of alpargatas—sandals. 

Consumption of footwear is esti- 
mated to have reached 1.38 pairs per 
capita, exclusive of sandals, also a rec- 
ord high. 


Footwear production by type. of 
process was as follows: Goodyear welt, 
10 percent; McKays, 12 percent; stitch- 
downs, 26 percent; cemented, 36 per- 
cent; custom made, 4 percent; other— 
canvass rubber molded keds or ked 
types—12 percent. 


The percentage of total output by 
age-sex classification follows: Men’s, 
20 percent; youths’ and boys’, 22 per- 
cent; women’s, 32 percent; misses’, 20 
percent; children’s, 5 percent; and in- 
fants’, 1 percent. 


Sandals Down in Rural Areas 


Production of alpargatas for the rural 
areas is gradually declining. Manufac- 
ture of these represents the simple 
operation of stamping or cutting out 
the leather sole and using cotton corded 
material for the top. Production of 
alpargatas in 1956 is estimated at 1 
million pairs, with a total retail sales 
value equivalent to $1.2 million or $1.20 
a pair. 

A breakdown of this production by 
age-sex classification is as _ follows: 
Men’s, 74 percent; youths’ and boys’, 
15 percent;; women’s and misses’, 8 
percent; children’s, 2 percent; and tour- 
ist purchases, 1 percent. 


Approximately 30 percent of sandal 
output was of all leather; 58 percent, 
part leather; and 12 percent, entirely 
of other materials. 


Footwear imports are subject to 
licensing and only relatively minor 
quantities are permitted. As a resiult, 
Venezuelan imports of footwear from 
the United States in 1956 totaled only 
20,354 pairs, valued-at $136,996. 

In the same year, imports of foot- 
wear from other countries, primarily 
Czechoslovakia, totaled 48,622  kilo- 
grams gross weight—number of pairs 
not available—and were valued at the 
equivalent of $115,017—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Caracas. 





which is at present largely confined to 
the Rhodesias and South West Africa. 
In the former, increasing competition 
from Britain is reported. Prospects, of 
expanding the Central and East African 
markets are not as bright, as the 
British are entrenched in the better 
quality shoes and South Africa cannot 
currently compete with Japan and India 
in low-priced footwear for the native 
market, ; 
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Certain Petroleum 
Prices Up in Spain 


Price increases for certain petroleum 
products marketed through CAMPSA, 
the petroleum monopoly in Spain, were 
made effective July 1. 

Diesel oil for transportation uses was 
increased from 4 to 5 pesetas a liter. 
Fuel oil, for industrial purposes, was 
increased from 1,553 pesetas to 1,715 
pesetas a metric ton, and for the mer- 
chant marine, from 870 pesetas to 1,215 
pesetas a metric ton. Prices of aviation 
gasoline are to be increased to meet in- 
ternational prices. 


The octane rating on premium gaso- 
line was increased from 80 to 90 with- 
out any increase in the price of 7 pese- 
tas a liter. 

Also a new intermediate grade gaso- 
line at 72 octane will be sold at 6.25 pe- 
setas a liter. The ordinary gasoline re- 
mains unchanged at 62 octane at 6 
pesetas a liter. 

Price increases in petroleum products 
were made, trade sources indicate, be- 
cause the exchange rate for crude 
petroleum imported into Spain was 
changed from 34 to 42 pesetas a dollar, 
effective July 1 and the monopoly was 
faced with a potential revenue loss of 
approximately 850 million pesetas for 
the remainder of 1957, This loss is ex- 
pected to be offset by the announced 
price increases. 





Spain Foresees Larger 
Citrus Fruit Output 


Spain’s total citrus production in the 
1957-58 season is expected to reach 
900,000 metric tons, compared with a 
production of only 570,000 metric tons 
in the 1956-57 season, according to 
estimates of the Fruit Syndicate offi- 
cials and trade sources. 

The trees are reported to have made 
a good recovery from the freezes in 
early 1956, and new plantings are con- 
tinuing throughout the citrus belt. 

Total citrus exports for the 1956-57 
season are expected to reach 350,000 
tons. Exports through June 16, 1957, 
were 330,000 metric tons, compared 
with 658,230 metric tons for the pre- 
ceding season. 

West Germany again is the major 
single market for Spanish citrus fruits, 
followed by France, United Kingdom, 
and Belgium. 

The Spanish citrus industry is wor- 
ried because the shortage of Spanish 
oranges for export has allowed citrus 
fruit from other countries in unusually 
large quantities to come into tradi- 
tional Spanish markets at prices which 
are extremely competitive for Spain. 
Some Spanish citrus was sold below 
the Government’s originally established 
export prices in order to compete with 
other countries this season. 
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Argentine Aluminum Products Gain 


Production of aluminum products in Argentina in 1956 rose about 
10 percent over that of 1955, according to the U. S. Embassy in 


Buenos Aires. ‘ 


Production capacity is adequate for present demands of the local 
market, and with exception of a few specialized items; the local industry 


fulfills all domestic requirements for 
aluminum products. 

Aluminum billet and bar imports 
totaled approximately 20,000 metric 
tons in 1956, an exceptionally large im- 
port volume. About 50 rercent of the 
imports came from the United States. 
Early in the year, the Central Bank 
authorized virtually unrestricted import 
of aluminum at the official rate of ex- 
change, a development which brought 
forth heavy placement of orders. As 
the result of big purchases in 1956, 
stocks were bountiful at the year’s end, 
thus, a reduction in 1957 imports is 
apparent. 

Imports of aluminum in raw material 
form are confined almost entirely to 
billets and bars. Small quantities of 
aluminum powder and wire enter from 
time to time, but these are negligible 
in the total aluminum trade. Little, if 
any, secondary or reclaimed aluminum 
is imported, it is understood. Rolling 
mills, particularly, work only with pri- 
mary aluminum, 

Detailed statistics of 1956 imports 
are given in the accompanying table. 

Imports of Aluminum in Billets or 

Bars, Argentina, 1956 
(Weight in metric tons; value in 1,000 pesos] 



































Country Weight Value 
United States 10,280 132,793 
Canada 3,573 45,926 
Taiwan 1,419 18,752 
Japan 1,242 5,705 
United Kingdom ..........cccccccscccssseee 8,242 
ey 550 6,948 
U. 8S. S. R. 500 6,525 
France 470 4,721 
Poland 464 6,137 
Austria 450 3,421 
Others 239 3,137 

Totals 19,837 242,307 





Source: National Statistical Office. 


Imports of Aluminum in Powder 
and/or Wire, Argentina, 1956 


(Weight in metric tons; value in 1,000 pesos] 








Country Weight Value 
United States 3.3 28.1 
West Germany 4 28.5 

Total 3.7 56.6 





Source: National Statistical Office. 





Brazil’s oilseed production in 1957 is 
expected to increase from 1956 follow- 
Ing a sharp decline in 1956 from the 
previous year, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. : 

The decline in outturn of edible oil- 
seeds in the last 2 years was due large- 
ly to smaller cotton crops. While cotton 
production is expected to decline further 
in 1957, the drop in cottonseed output 
probably will be offset by increases in 
soybeans and peanuts. 





Ceylon Extends Its 
Rubber Subsidy Plan 


Ceylon’s rubber replanting subsidy 
scheme, launched in May 1953 and due 
to expire this year, has been extended 
to 1960 by the Rubber Controller, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Embassy in Co- 
lombo. 

The total area replanted under the 
scheme in the first 4 years of its oper- 
ation — 74,805 acres — surpasses the 
original target’ of 52,000, 13,000 acres 
per year. Applications for 1957 replant- 
ing permits exceeded those of the pre- 
ceeding year by 15 percent in number 
and 3 percent in acreage. 

The replanted area will be increased 
to 150,000 acres during the next 3 years. 
Up to 200,000 acres in all require re- 
planting, according to estimates. Under 
the scheme at least 75 percent of the 
country’s uneconomic rubber will be re- 
planted at an annual rate of just under 
4 percent, which is said to be the high- 
est of any rubber producing country. 

To assist the small holders, Gov- 
ernment nurseries were established to 
provide planting material, and during 
1956 a total of 814,227 plants were is- 
sued by the Rubber Control Depart- 
ment to 2,740 small holders partici- 
pating in the subsidy scheme. 

The inspection system of participating 
estates and small holders is said to be 
particularly successful. Experienced 
planters were hired to inspect lands in 
receipt of the subsidy and reportedly 
there have been virtually no allegations 
of bribery or corruption against the in- 
specting officers. 


70 Foreign Book Exhibits 
At.Meeting Held in Chicago 


International exhibits at the recent 
annual meeting of the American Book- 
sellers Association in Chicago totaled 
70, double the number at the 1956 
meeting and nearly one-third of all dis- 
plays in the trade exhibit. 

Both books and periodicals of major 
European publishing countries were 
represented, as well as those of Ar- 
gentina, Canada, Nationalist China, 
Ceylon, Japan, Pakistan, and the Union 
of South Africa. 

Sales volume indicated a growing 
interest of U. S. booksellers in foreign 
publications. Buyers included a number 
of booksellers who hitherto had not 
stocked foreign books. 
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U. S$. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Hungary Gets Salk 
Vaccine Allocation 


The Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
has announced that 200,000 cc’s. of po- 
liomyelitis (Salk) vaccine has been al- 
located for Hungary—enough to provide 
for immediate inoculation of 100,000 
children in the most highly susceptible 
age group. 

Canada, France, Great Britain, Swe- 
den, Switzerland, and West Germany, 
as well as the United States, have of- 
fered their assistance in combating this 
year’s record high polio incidence in 
Hungary. Reports indicate that 80 per- 
cent of the epidemic is occurring among 
children under 3 years of age. Since the 
first of the year, the number of paraly- 
tic cases alone is reported to have 
passed the 1,000 mark. 

The 200,000 cc. allocation is a part of 
the third-quarter export quota of 3 mil- 
lion cc’s., BFC said. 





Public Hearings on Garlic 
Imports To Be Held 


The opening day for hearings under 
. the escape-clause investigation into im- 
ports of garlic has been set for De- 
cember 3 by the Tariff Commission. 


Investigation is being made upon ap- 
plication of the California Garlic Grow- 
ers Association, Gilroy, Calif., on the 
ground of serious injury to the domestic 
industry from increased imports of that 
product under the trade agreement re- 
duction in duty. 

Interested parties desiring to be 
heard should file a written notice with 
the Secretary of the Commission at 


least 3 days in advance of the hearing. 





Iran’s cotton production for 1956-57 is 
estimated at 285,000 bales (500 pounds 
gross), slightly higher than earlier esti- 
mates, and about 4 percent above pro- 
duction of 275,000 bales in each of the 
2 preceding years, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 


New York Exporters Denied 
U. S. Export Privileges 


Lawrence M. Jarach and Amedeo H. 
Guetta, and their export firm, Jarach- 
Guetta Industrial Overseas Co., Inc., of 
New York City have been denied all 
U. S. export privileges for export con- 
trol violations which resulted in illegal 
transshipment of borax to Poland, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
announced. 

BFC’s order, effective June 24, denies 
U. S. export privileges to the named 
parties for 2 years. It provides, how- 
ever, that such privileges shall be re- 
stored to Jarach, Guetta, and their firm 
after 7 months on condition that they 
comply with the terms of the order. 

BFC said that in 1955 Jarach-Guetta 
misused an export license naming a 
firm in Italy as the ultimate consignee 
for the purpose of shipping 130 tons of 
borax, valued at $10,000, to an unau- 
thorized consignee in Belgium. 

The New York firm effected shipment 
of the borax from the United States by 
naming the Italian firm as the ultimate 


consignee on the shippers export decla- 
ration. It then obtained a negotiable 
bill of lading from the steamship com- 
pany on which it failed to name the 
licensed importer as consignee. This bill 
of lading was sent to the Belgian im- 
porter who used it to obtain possession 
of the borax which he transshipped to 
Poland, 


BFC said that administrative proceed- 
ings against the Belgian firm for unau- 
thorized diversion of U. S. goods are 
presently under way. 

In mitigating the suspension of the 
New York firm and its owners, BFC 
took into primary consideration the fact 
that there was no evidence that they 
knew of the Belgian importer’s inten- 
tion to transship. 

The denial order prohibits the named 
individuals and firm, and any other 
person or firm with whom they may be 
associated by ownership, control, or 
position of responsibility, from receiv- 
ing, disposing, financing, or otherwise 
participating in U. S. exports, either 
directly or indirectly. The order further 
states that no export or related service 
shall be performed for them by any 
person or firm. 
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